
STAFF REPORT
Old City Lake is holding

its own thanks to Mother
Nature and regular supple-
menation of drinking water
coming to Marion from the
county and other neighbor-
ing systems.
Recent rains, and hopes

of more this week, have al-
lowed City of Marion main-
tenance crews to flush,
flush, flush. 
Other new developments

in the ongoing water crisis
this week include the termi-
nation of National Guard
assistance, the suspension
of water hauling by area
farmers and efforts to lift
the boil water order. Getting
rid of the troublesome need
to purify water on the stove
is proving a bit more chal-
lenging than most had ex-
pected. 
Rainfall at the water plant

and Old City Lake, which

sit side by side just south of
Marion, has been hit or
miss in recent days. The
southern part of the county
has received about two
more inches precipitation
over the last week while the
lake and plant have missed
the bulk of that. Still, the
water level in the reservoir
remains near full giving
state and local leaders some
optimism about their
chances of using the wind-
fall to cleanse the distribu-
tion system and get rid of
the boil order.
At Monday night’s regular

monthly Marion City Coun-
cil meeting, representatives
with the Kentucky Division
of Water gave an update on
the latest developments in
the effort to improve water
quality so the boil
order can be lifted. Al-

See WATER/page 16
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record sales posted
by restaurants in 2Q
Quarterly receipts at Marion

restaurants and overnight lodg-
ing facilities have increased 150
percent over the past 18 years
and reached an all-time record
in the second quarter of 2022.
Restaurants, motels, bed and

breakfasts and vacation rentals
by owners are responsible for
reporting quarterly income and
paying a tourism tax to the city.
Most revenue generated from

the three-percent tax comes
from restaurants as Marion has
just one motel, a couple of bed
and breakfasts and a few
VRBOs. Based on receipts col-
lected from the city’s tourism
tax during the months of April,
May and June, restaurant sales
were just over $2.65 million. 
Marion began collecting a

restaurant and lodging tax in
2004. City tax revenue in that
quarter was $31,977. For the
second quarter of 2022, rev-
enue was $79,461.
City of Marion Tourism,

Recreation and Convention
Commission administers rev-
enue derived from the tax. 
Local observers say inflation

is no doubt driving the rise to
some degree over the past few
months, but the trend upward
began during the pandemic and
hasn’t slowed.

Chamber after hours
Crittenden County Chamber

of Commerce is spearheading a
Night at the Museum after-
hours event from 5-6 p.m., on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 which will
begin with light appetizers at
the Edward Jones office. The
event will finish up across Bel-
lville Street at the Crittenden
County Historical Museum. The
chamber is billing this as a
“fast-paced, face-to-face event
where you can meet and talk
with multiple people from many
local businesses.”

Marion’s 2022 tax rate
Marion City Council approved

first reading Monday of its tax
rates for 2022. It calls for a rate
lower than 2021. The proposed
real property tax rate for 2022
is proposed at 22.1 cents per
$100 of assessed value. For a
$50,000 home, the owner
would pay $110.50, a savings
of 50 cents from last year’s rate
of 22.2. The personal property
tax is proposed at 27.18 cents
and for vehicles and boats it
would be 22.9. The county set
its rates, too. See Fiscal Court
article on page 8.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden-Livingston Water

District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, Aug. 22 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.
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The City of Marion remains under a
boil water order. It was first issued on

July 7 and will remain in effect
until further notice.

Sturgis link hits snag, won’t likely meet end-of-month deadline

City tries to flush boil order 

Fiber is
coming
STAFF REPORT
It’s going to be a

minute, so to speak, but
a company has officially
partnered with Kenergy
to bring truly high-
speed, fiber internet to
rural Crittenden County.
The deal sounds al-

most too good to be true.
There are blazing fast
speeds, thousands of
times faster than anything currently
available. The price is affordable, there
are government-subsidized discounts
available for those who qualify, no con-
tracts, no throttling back speeds or data
limits.

There’s only one catch. It will be at
least three years coming. Local experts
say it will be worth the wait.
Collaborating with Kenergy on the

project is Conexon Connect, an internet
service provider (ISP) built on a rural
fiber-optic network. The ISP will deliver
high-speed fiber internet access for rural
Kentuckians within Kenergy’s service

area, which includes parts of Crittenden,
Breckinridge, Caldwell, Daviess, Han-
cock, Henderson, Hopkins, Livingston,
Lyon, McLean, Muhlenberg, Ohio, Union
and Webster counties. The goal is to pro-
vide fiber broadband to all of Kenergy's
approximately 49,000 cooperative mem-

FIBER/page 3

STAFF REPORT
Autopsy results show that Marion City

Councilwoman Phyllis Sykes drowned in
her backyard pool on Wednesday, July
27.
A friend found Sykes face down in her

above-ground swimming pool the night
she drowned. Sykes had told acquain-
tances earlier in the day that she
planned to clean her pool that afternoon.
A pool vacuum hose was found on the
deck near the water, and Sykes was
wearing a swim suit when discovered. 
Friends say she had an intolerance for

very hot weather and perhaps had an
episode of some sort that led to her
drowning. That afternoon, the tempera-
ture was 89 degrees with humidity near

100 percent. 
Coroner Brad Gilbert

said the autopsy, which
was done in Louisville by
a state medical examiner,
found no other contribut-
ing cause of death be-
yond drowning. A
toxicology study was also
clear.
Sykes had spoken on the phone to a

fellow city council member at about 4:30
p.m., the afternoon of her death. She is
believed to have been in the water for at
least two hours prior to being found and
pronounced dead at 10:38 p.m.
Marion Police Sgt. Heath Martin, who

is the lead officer in the death investiga-

tion, said there was absolutely no evi-
dence of foul play, and no further evi-
dence at the scene indicated what might
have happened to cause Sykes to drown.
The 75-year-old Sykes was among

three candidates for mayor in the up-
coming November election, including
Councilman Donnie Arflack and Austin
Valentine Jr. Since her death, another
candidate, Councilwoman D’Anna
Browning, has emerged as a write-in
candidate.
Sykes had attended a couple of city-re-

lated meetings the day of her death and
no one saw any indication of her being
anything other than her normal ener-
getic self.

Sykes

Sykes’ death ruled accidental drowning

Press owners to receive Al Smith Award
Chris and Allison Evans, owners and

publishers of The Crittenden Press,
have been chosen as recipients of the
2022 Al Smith Award for public service
through community journalism by
Kentuckians. 
The couple will be formally recog-

nized at the annual Al Smith Dinner
later this fall in Lexington.
Al Cross, director of the Institute for

Rural Journalism and Community Is-
sues in the University of Kentucky’s
School of Journalism and Media said,

“The Crittenden Press has long been a
standout newspaper in West Kentucky,
from the days when Allison’s family,
the Micks, owned it. It has always
punched above its weight and set an
example for others to follow.”
The Institute presents the Smith

Award with the Bluegrass Chapter of
the Society of Professional Journalists.
It is widely considered the state’s most
prestigious award for community jour-

See AWARD/page 3
Allison and Chris Evans have owned and op-
erated the newspaper for more than 20 years.

Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom joined other judges and county of-
ficials alongside Kenergy and Conexon officials last week during the official kickoff to
construction of the fiber internet network in rural western Kentucky.

n True high-
speed broad-
band will be
available to
Kenergy cus-
tomers within
3 three years.

Old City Lake remains almost full thanks to recent rainfall and a
slower than normal draw from the raw water source.



Hinton 
Thomas Edward Hin-

ton, 62, of Marion, died 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, 
2022 at Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Terry Hinton of Marion; 
two children, Deloris 
Hinton of Marion and Na-
than McCarty of Wash-
ington; and three sisters, 
Ruth Waters, Kathy 
Sayre and Beth Lynn. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Richard E. and Deloris 
Hinton; and a brother, 
Richard Hinton. 

Visitation was Sunday, 
Aug. 14 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion. 

Rogers 
Loretta Jane Rogers, 

82, of Marion, died 
Thursday, Aug. 4, 2022 
at Crittenden County 
Health and Rehab. She 
was a longtime member 
of Piney Fork Cumber-
land Presbyterian 
Church.  

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Donald Wayne 
Rogers and Wanda Ann 
Stewart, both of Marion; 
a sister, Joy Doom of 
Marion; a daughter-in-
law, Sherry Rogers of 
Marion; five grandchil-
dren; and 11 great-
grandchildren.  

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Robert G. Rogers; a son, 
James Stephen Rogers; 
and her parents, James 
Sherman and Edith 
Campbell.  

Services were Sunday, 
Aug. 7 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home in Marion with bu-
rial in Piney Fork Ceme-
tery.  

Stratton 
Rollie L. Stratton, 82, 

of Roaring Spring, Pa., 
died Tuesday, Aug. 9, 
2022. 

He was born in Detroit, 
Mich., on Aug. 
11, 1939. The 
son of the late 
Rollie and Eva 
(Brown) Strat-
ton, he was 
raised on a farm 
in Benton. He 
was a Baptist preacher 
and a proud Marine. 

He was united in mar-
riage to Wanda D. 
(Fleegle) Baker at the 
Raven Run Church of the 
Brethren Oct. 1, 2006. 

Along with his wife, 
Wanda, he is survived by 
his children, Tara (Dan-
iel) Martinez, Dawn  

(Larry) Robinson, Jon 
Mark; stepchildren: 
Brenda (Baker) Thomp-
son and Brian (Nancy) 
Reed, 15 grandchildren; 
and 10 great-grandchil-
dren. 

Along with his parents, 
he was preceded in death 
by three wives, Cathe-
rine, Norma Jean and 
Delores; a son, Brien L. 
Stratton; a granddaugh-
ter; and siblings: Peggy, 
Eddie, Mary Jo and Eva. 

After serving in the 
United States Marine 
Corps, he served as pas-
tor of the Grace Mission-
ary Baptist Church in 
Salem for 35 years.  

A graveside service was 
held Friday, Aug. 12 at 
the Grandview Cemetery 
with Pastor Tim McIntyre 
officiating. 

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital. 

Akers Funeral Chapel 
in Saxton, Pa., was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Stewart 
Lee Ann Stewart, 61, of 

Deland, Fla., died Friday, 
July 29, 2022 in Florida. 

She was a registered 
nurse, a graduate of 
Western Kentucky Uni-
versity and 
had at-
t e n d e d 
M a r i o n 
U n i t e d 
Methodist 
Church. 

Surviving 
are a son, 
J.C. Ste-
wart of Deland; her 
mother, Betty May of 
Marion; a sister, Susan 
Baker of Nolensville, 
Tenn.; a brother, David 
May of Marion; and a 
niece, Abigail Baker. 

She was preceded in 
death by her father, J.T. 
May. 

A graveside service will 
be held at 11 a.m., Sat, 
Aug. 20 at Mapleview 
Cemetery. 

Myers Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Lanham 
Donald P. Lanham, 78 

of Marion, died Monday, 
Aug. 15, 2022 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Re-
h a b i l i t a -
t i o n 
Center. 

He was a 
r e t i r e d 
lineman for 
the Ken-
ergy Com-
pany. 

Su r v i v -
ing are a son, Michael 
Lanham of Marion; a 

friend, James Darrell 
Holloman of Marion; and 
two grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Sherrie 
Lanham; a daughter; 
parents Douglas and 
Mabel Evalee Ryan Lan-
ham; and several 
siblings. 

Private services are 
being conducted by 
Myers Funeral Home. 

Sutton  
Diane Shupe Sutton, 

77, of Marion, died Fri-
day, Aug. 12, 2022 at 
Crittenden County 
Health & Rehabilitation 
Center in Marion.  

She was the wife of 
George B. Sutton, and 
they cele-
b r a t e d 
their 58th 
a n n i v e r -
sary Nov. 
15, 2021. 
She was 
born in 
Pottstown, 
Pa. 

She was a member of 
St. William Catholic 
Church and was a retired 
waitress. She was a 
member of the Linden-
wold Moose Lodge for 
over 40 years.  

In addition to her hus-
band, she is survived by 
three children, Deborah 
Lynn (John) Botta, De-
nise Marie (Michael) Sut-
ton-Parkin and Tracy 
Carole Sutton; a sister, 
Lorraine (David) Fron-
heiser; a brother, Stan-
ton S. (Donna) Shupe, 
Jr.; seven grandchildren, 
Nicolas James (Mallory) 
Sutton, Rebecca Lee 
(Corey) Mulford, Brianna 
Marie Parkin, Sarah Eliz-
abeth (Theodore) Banks,  
Emily Anne (Logan) 
Gebby, Olivia Rose 
Simon, Brennan Ryleigh 
Sutton; six great-grand-
children, Landon Ryan 
Sutton, Savannah Mi-
chelle Sutton, Kandice 
Eileen Helvitson, Kourt-
lyn Elizabeth McNally, 
Jade Marion Mulford, 
Theodore Rolison Banks 
IV;  and many nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Stanton S. Shupe and 
Pauline (Surma) Shupe.  

A funeral mass was 
held Monday, Aug. 15 at 
St. William Catholic 
Church. 
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We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional

Online  
Condolences 

myersfuneralhomeonline.com  
boydfuneraldirectors.com  

gilbertfunerals.com 

Top readers 
recognized 

  
The top three readers who 
participated in the Crit-
tenden County Public Li-
brary’s summer reading 
program were named last 
week. From left are Russell 
Vince, Ava Morrison and 
London McCord. They 
each logged over 2,250 mi-
nutes of reading this 
summer, according to li-
brarian Brandie Ledford.
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On Aug. 3, Marion resident Kyle Myers successfully completed Drug Court Gradu-
ation. Drug Court is a rigorous, months-long program that helps substance abusers
to break free from a cycle of addiction. Pictured are (from left) Drug Court Case Man-
ager Valeria Braden, Circuit Judge Rene Williams, Myers, Asst. Police Chief Bobby
West, Police Chief Ray O’Neal and Drug Court Program Coordinator Krista Massey. 

FIBER
Continued from page 1

bers.
Connect began building the

fiber optic system last week,
said Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom, who
attended a meeting last week
in Henderson to launch the
project.
Kenergy has for a few years

worked to find a way around
regulatory stumbling blocks in
order to provide high-speed af-
fordable internet to under-
served and unserved areas in
the 14 counties it serves.
Judge Newcom said large in-
ternet providers such as Com-
cast have attempted to
sidetrack the plans, but the
Kentucky General Assembly
last spring gave Kenergy the
statutory armor it needed to

move ahead. 
Connect will oversee con-

struction of a nearly 7,200-
mile fiber-to-the-home (FTTH)
network, representing the
company’s first partnership in
the state of Kentucky. It is al-
ready serving customers in
Georgia, Missouri, Colorado
and Florida. Conexon is a
Kansas City-based company.
Conexon Connect and its

corporate affilate Conexon has
assisted more than 275 electric
cooperatives, 60 of which are
deploying fiber networks, with
more than 500,000 rural
Americans connected to fiber
to the home. The company has
secured nearly $2 billion in
federal, state and local grants
and subsidies for its clients.
Reese Baker, who once oper-

ated a local ISP and is a tech-
nology specialist with

Crittenden Community Hospi-
tal, said the advertised speeds
– up to 2 GIG for around $100
a month – are more than
enough to stream video across
multiple devices simultane-
ously. 
“Those kind of speeds means

you could probably do away
with satellite television,” Baker
said.
According Connect’s website,

there are a variety of packages
available starting at around
$50 per month for residential
customers. That rate would be
for 100 MB and customers
could receive a discount under
the Affordable Connectivity
Program. That federal subsidy
provides a monthly discount of
up to $30 per month for inter-
net services for qualifying
households. Individuals who
receive benefits under certain

federal assistance programs
including SNAP, WIC, Medi-
caid, Supplemental Security
Income (SSI), Federal Public
Housing Assistance (FPHA) or
Veterans Pension, Survivors
Benefit or receive benefits
under free and reduced price
school lunch or breakfast pro-
grams are included under the
the USDA Community Eligibil-
ity Provision.
Connect also offers unlimited

local and long-distance HD-
quality phone service for about
$30  for internet customers or
$40 for phone only. 
Typical download speeds for

ISPs now serving Crittenden
County range from 1 MB to
around 20 MB, most are on the
lower end of that scale.
Newcom said it’s still unclear

whether the provider will be
able to turn on the internet

service to homes that con-
nected early in the fiber net-
work construction or whether
they will have to wait until the
whole system is built. He said
southern Crittenden County
around Dyscusburg and
northern Lyon County will be
among the first construction
locations. 
Fiber lines will run on Ken-

ergy utility poles. If your home
has underground wiring from
the electric transformer, the
fiber will be pulled through the
buried conduit to your home.
Ben Grainger, technology

specialist with Crittenden
County School District, said
this type of fiber network will
provide incredible opportuni-
ties to local residents. Speeds
over fiber lines do not wane
like they do over cellular data
systems, he said. 

AWARD
Continued from page 1
nalsim. 
The society’s president

Tom Martin said, “The
Press is the embodiment
of a vital community
newspaper.”
The Smith Award is

named for the late Albert
P. Smith Jr., who was the
driving force for creation
of the Institute, headed
its advisory board and
was its chair emeritus
until his death in March
2021 at the age of 94. He
published newspapers in
western Kentucky and
middle Tennessee, was
founding producer and
host of KET’s “Comment
on Kentucky,” and fed-
eral co-chair of the Ap-
palachian Regional
Commission. He was the
first winner of the award.
“We are flattered be-

yond words and incredi-
bly humbled by this
distinction,” said Critten-
den Press Publisher
Chris Evans. “We must
say, however, that the
true credit goes to our
loyal readers and adver-
tisers, our staff and our
community and its lead-
ers, who give us remark-
able insight and access
to news, entertainment
and sports. 
“We are blessed beyond

understanding, and are
driven by scripture that
reminds us, “To those
who much is given, much
is expected,” Evans
added. “We are grateful
to the Institute for Rural
Journalism, the Ken-
tucky Press Association,
and all others who sup-

port community journal-
ism.”
Former National News-

paper Association Presi-
dent Chip Hutchison,
who once published a
newspaper in Princeton,
Ky., wrote an article for
Publisher’s Auxiliary ear-
lier this month that
pointed out The Critten-
den Press’s continued
strength in the commu-
nity while many other
small-town newspapers
are failing. Innovation, he
wrote, and embracing
digital news has been a
key component of The
Press’s success and
survial.
“While the print prod-

uct remains as strong as
ever, the newspaper in
the past decade has built
a strong multimedia
presence. The podcasts
and videos started with
breaking news, then ex-
panded to shows featur-
ing coaches of the local
high school sports
teams,” the Publisher
Auxiliar article said. “The
topics covered grew to in-
clude a “Women in His-
tory” series. When
COVID hit, there were
podcasts with the local
school superintendent,
the health department
director and other local
leaders, and interviews
with school principals
about how they were re-
sponding to constant
changes in health direc-
tives. Considerable time
and effort is required on
the production end of the
videos, including editing
and adding music.”
There was strong posi-

tive reaction to the news-

paper’s live election night
coverage, reporting re-
sults in real time, the na-
tional newspaper trade
magazine said.
“It set the paper apart

from other media,”
Hutchison’s article said.
The award was based

largely on historical work
done over the past three
decades by the couple. In
announcing the recogni-
tion, the Institute for
Rural Journalism and
Society of Professional
Journalists cited a num-

ber of The Press’s inves-
tigative articles over the
past 30 years and its
more recent work in
multi-media. From its
work through the pan-
demic and into the cur-
rent water crisis in
Marion, The Press was
widely hailed by the se-
lection process for pro-
viding clear, accurate
and timely information in
print and online.
Chris Evans began his

career in newspapers in
1979 in Paris, Tenn.,

where he covered sports
and community news for
the Paris Post-Intelli-
gencer. He worked four
years for the Murray
Ledger and Times while
studying journalism at
Murray State. Evans
wrote sports and out-
doors at The Paducah
Sun from 1988 to 1993
and worked for a time at
a Hopkinsville radio sta-
tion. Allison Mick-Evans
grew up in the newspa-
per business in Marion,
earned a degree from

Murray State and also
worked at newspapers in
Florida before returning
to Marion in the late
1990s.
The award will be pre-

sented at the Al Smith
Awards Dinner Nov. 3 at
the Embassy Suites Lex-
ington. Winners of the In-
stitute’s national Tom
and Pat Gish Award for
courage, tenacity and in-
tegrity in rural journal-
ism, to be announced
soon, will also be recog-
nized at the event.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County is

sending a truck and set
of Jaws of Life to Letcher
County, which has lost
county vehicles and res-
cue squad equipment to
the flooding in eastern
Kentucky. 
Magistrates on Tues-

day approved a measure
to surplus a 2012 Dodge
Ram pickup no longer
used by the county road
department and a hy-
draulic set of extrication
tools. 
The rescue squad re-

cently purchased a new
set of battery-operated
Jaws and it also will re-
tain an extra set of hy-
draulic tools beyond the
set being donated to the
flood victims.
•The fiscal court ap-

proved no changes to

county tax rates for
2022. By leaving the
rates the same as 2021,
the county will realize a
slight increase in tax rev-
enue of about $4,200.
For 2022, the rate will

again be 11.6 cents per
$100 of assessed value. A
taxpayer owning a
$100,000 home will pay
$116 in county taxes
based on the rate. 
Magistrates left all

other rates the same as
well, including personal
tangible property, mer-
chant inventory, docu-
mented watercraft, boats
and vehicles – all at 12.4
cents.
There was some dis-

cussion, as it has been

almost annually when
tax rates are  formally set,
about imposing an air-
craft tax. Magistrates
voted 6-1 against creat-
ing a new aircraft tax.
Aircraft are charged by
the state and other local
taxing districts such as
Extension and the li-
brary. 
•Magistrates approved

a resolution to accept the
Crittenden County Sher-
iff’s Department applica-
tion for a Homeland
Security grant to buy
new body armor. The
armor has a certified
lifespan of five years and
the sheriff’s department
equipment is near that
threshold. 
The cost will be $5,460.

The county will buy the
vests then be reimbursed
through the grant. 

Crittenden sending truck, Jaws
to flood-ravaged east Kentucky

Fiscal Court

n Town also wants
to hold landlords lliable
for unpaid water bills
BY ALEXA TABOR
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Fredonia City Council

at its monthly meeting
Monday proposed vari-
ous ordinances with re-
gard to looming concerns
over issues with regard
to water lines and water
bills. 
A proposed ordinance

will hold property owners
liable for renters or land
contract holders whose
tenants do not pay their
water bills. According to
the plan, which will re-
quire final approval at
the next meeting, the city
will deny water service to
the property until the
delinquency is paid. Ulti-
mately, the responsibility
will fall upon the
landowner.
Additionally, amid the

current water crisis in
Marion, Fredonia took
measures to protect it-
self.
There have been pro-

posals circulating where
new lines would be built,
perhaps running
through Fredonia that
might connect Marion to
Caldwell County or
Princeton’s water sys-
tem. 
The city council pro-

posed first reading of an
ordinance that  would
put into place safeguards
for Fredonia residents if

a water line is built
through the city. There
will be a fee for water
utilities running through
city limits of Fredonia to
other water utilities.
“They have paid to

have an engineering
company (exploring run-
ning) water through Fre-
donia. But nobody has
come to look at our water
system, nobody has con-
tacted us,” Mayor Jim
Seibert said. “I even con-
tacted Princeton and no-
body had contacted
them. We are going to do
what we can to protect
this town.”
If construction is

granted, there would be
a fee for utilities going
through the city of Fre-
donia to other utilities,
there would also be a 20-
cent fee per 1,000 gal-
lons for service passing
through the city limits.
The fee would increase
two-percent every three
years. This is similar to a
current arrangement
held in another nearby
town, the mayor said.
Permits will be required
at a cost of two percent of
the total cost of the proj-
ect. Permits would have
to be filed by the con-
struction company or
contractors.
Those contractors

would also be subject to
proper safety measures
and show valid proof of
insurance and workers’
compensation. Any dam-
age done to an existing
Fredonia-owned water

line or sewer line during
construction would re-
sult in a $3,000 fine per
each occurrence, regard-
less of whether it is dam-
age done to a marked or
unmarked line. 
Other concerns sur-

rounding potential con-
struction of a line to
Marion are the alleged
outdated and inaccurate
maps that are being used
by designers. It was dis-
cussed that a water or
sewer line could be 15 to
20 feet off from where it
is marked on the maps,
which could prove disas-
trous during any poten-
tial construction of a new
line through Fredonia.
“When we asked people

to do it for us, they told
us they couldn’t,” Seibert
said. “Everything about
this is an insult. That’s
what bothers me. No one
knows anything, it seems
like they just paid some
engineers, ran to the
bank and didn’t even
check with us or do their
homework on this. What
a disservice it is to the
people of Fredonia, who
help them with a laundry
service just to find out
they’re trying to run a
water line through our
town and not do any-
thing for us after we re-
quested to be hooked on
for many years.”
In other news, the City

of Fredonia was given a
$3,000 grant for en-
hanced cyber protection,
security and cyber liabil-
ity.

Fredonia’s city council
proposes plan to charge
for water line through town



Tourism Dept.
gets $10k with
more coming
Marion will be getting

$10,079 in funds to
spend on tourism.
Kentucky Department
of Tourism issued hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollars to communities
across the state as part
of the Coronavirus Fis-
cal Recovery Funding
program.
The money is required
to be spent on market-
ing over the next two
years.
Michele Edwards, Mar-
ion’s tourism director,
said the tourism com-
mission is also working
to secure further funds
from the program’s two
other pots of money.
“There is money for
first-time projects in
each community and
even more money for
collaborative projects
between multiple coun-
ties,” she said.
The local tourism
board will determine
how the money will be
spent, but Edwards says
the multi-county effort
could center around
disc golf opportunities
in western Kentucky. 
Livingston County re-
ceived $47,455 in the
first round of funding
for marketing. Lyon
County got $76,000
and Caldwell $28,974.

commonwealth
attorney taps
Hunt assistant
Wes Hunt has joined
the Commonwealth At-
torney’s of-
fice as an
assistant to
Common-
wealth At-
torney Zac
Greenwell.
Hunt, who
has practiced law in
Marion, Murray and
Cincinnati, Ohio over
the past nine years, will
be involved with prose-
cuting felony and other
cases in Crittenden,
Union and Webster
counties. He will be as-
signed primarily to
Crittenden County.
Hunt was valedictorian
of his Crittenden
County High School
Class of 2006 and was
also ranked No. 1 in his
graduating class from
Salmon P. Chase Law
School on the campus
of Northern Kentucky
University. 
Hunt also served as
assistant county attor-
ney from 2013 to 2021.

Supreme court
establishes 
mental health
commission
With mental health is-
sues affecting a signifi-
cant number of people
involved with the court
system, Kentucky
Supreme Court has cre-
ated a statewide com-
mission to focus on
mental health, sub-
stance use and intellec-
tual disabilities. The
new Kentucky Judicial
Commission on Mental
Health will work to im-
prove the practice,
quality and timeliness
of judicial response to
cases involving these
needs.  
“I’m proud that the

Kentucky Court of Jus-
tice is joining other
state courts in address-
ing the growing mental
health crisis within the
justice system,” Chief
Justice of Kentucky John
D. Minton Jr. said. “The
Judicial Branch is
uniquely positioned to
bring stakeholders to-
gether to develop solu-
tions to improve access
to and outcomes for

justice-involved indi-
viduals with mental and
behavioral health
needs.”  
Chief Justice Minton

has asked Supreme
Court Justice Debra
Hembree Lambert to
chair the commission.
Justice Lambert is a
certified suicide pre-
vention trainer and for-
mer Drug Court judge
who has long had an
interest in how mental
health issues affect
those who come before
the courts. 
Justice Lambert said
that the Kentucky Judi-
cial Commission on
Mental Health will ex-
amine where the court
system touches cases
involving mental health,
substance use and in-
tellectual disabilities.
“The commission will

be in a position to rec-
ommend changes
where needed, and
offer best-practices
training to judges,
court personnel, law
enforcement officers,
mental health providers
and community advo-
cates as we implement
a recovery oriented sys-
tem of care model,” she
said.
The commission

membership will be
composed of represen-
tatives from the judicial
and legal communities;
the juvenile, criminal
and child protection
systems; the legisla-
ture; the business com-
munity; organizations
with a substantial inter-
est in mental health
matters; and other state
and local leaders who
have demonstrated a
commitment to mental
health issues affecting
Kentuckians.
Commission members
will meet for the first
time Sept. 22 in Frank-
fort.

Webster sheriff
indicted for
witness tampering
Attorney General
Daniel Cameron an-
nounced late last week
that action by his Spe-
cial Prosecutions Unit
resulted in the indict-
ment of Webster County
Sheriff Donald Jones,
57, of Sebree, for offi-
cial misconduct and
tampering with a wit-
ness.
The Webster County
Grand Jury on Aug. 10
indicted Jones on one
count of first-degree
official misconduct, a
Class A misdemeanor,
and felony tampering
with a witness.
Detective Herman Hall
investigated the case on
behalf of the Attorney
General. Assistant At-
torney General Barbara
Whaley presented the
case before the Webster
County Grand Jury on
behalf of the Common-
wealth.
The charges, filed in
September 2020, are
allegations only. A
grand does not deter-
mine guilt or inno-
cence. It merely decides
whether a case warrants
continued prosecution
in circuit court.

former justice
secretary faces
rape charge
A former state legisla-
tor from Hopkinsville
was arrested last week
and charged with felony
first-degree rape.
John Tilley, 53, who

was a state representa-
tive and also served as
Kentucky Justice Secre-
tary, was taken into
custody on Aug. 8 in
Lexington.
Investigators allege
that Tilley had sex with
a victim who couldn’t
consent due to their
level of intoxication.
The alleged rape oc-
curred on Apr. 15 at
Marriott City Center, a
hotel in downtown Lex-
ington.
Tilley’s attorneys have
told statewide news
agencies that the for-
mer lawmaker turned
himself in last week and
is cooperating with the
investigation. The at-
torney said his client
maintains his innocence
of the criminal charges.
Tilley oversaw the
state’s prison system as
Justice Secretary 2015-
2019. Before that, he
was a Democratic state
lawmaker from Hop-
kinsville for nearly a
decade.

Livingston gets
state road funds
Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet (KYTC) has
awarded $61,500 in
County Road Aid Emer-
gency Funds to Liv-
ingston County.
The funding is to as-
sist the Livingston
County Fiscal Court
with erosion repairs to
a bridge on Mitchell
Road, east of the Burna
community.
Erosion had caused
damage to the Deer
Creek Bridge, just
southeast of the Nelson
Road intersection. The
emergency funding will
allow the replacement
of sheet piling that pro-
tected the bridge and
assist with repairs to
the end of the bridge.

Fohs hall grant
Fohs Hall, Inc. has re-
ceived a grant from the
Kentucky Arts Council
to retain a consultant to
assist in the prepara-
tion of a longterm
strategic plan. 
Fohs Hall President
Alan Stout expressed
appreciation to Mary
Anne Campbell, treas-
urer of Fohs Hall, for
taking the initiative to
identify and apply for
the grant. The grant is
through the Peer Advi-
sor Network Program
and the peer advisor for
the project is Constance
Alexander of Murray.
“I am pleased to be
working with Constance
on this project. I have
known her many years
and she has presented
in programs at Fohs
Hall, so she is familiar
with the mission of
Fohs Hall,” Stout said.
“This will help guide us
as we embark on some
new projects to expand
the scope of services
that Fohs Hall pro-
vides”.

Smoky mnt. fees
Beginning in March,
visitors to Great Smoky
Mountains National
Park in Tennessee will
have to buy a parking
pass to use park facili-
ties.
Park Superintendent
Cassius Cash told the

Associated Press in an
interview the fee is
needed to keep up with
maintenance and
staffing demands at the
country's most visited
national park. 
The park has seen a
57-percent jump in vis-
itors over the past 10
years with a record 14.1
million visits in 2021. 
Yet revenue has re-
mained flat.
Due to a combination
of deed restrictions and
federal law, the park is
not allowed to charge
an entrance fee, reports
the AP. It has looked for
other ways to increase
revenue, including
camping fees. All the
money raised will go
directly into park
staffing, deferred main-
tenance and operations
such as basic as keep-
ing restrooms clean,
picking up trash and
maintaining roads.
Parking fees will be $5
per day or $15 for
seven days. There will
also be a $40 annual
pass. The park is en-
couraging visitors to
buy their passes in ad-
vance. They will be
available for sale online,
and the park is working
to offer sales at hotels
and other businesses in
the surrounding com-
munities as well.
Passing through the
park or making only
brief stops will not re-
quire a pass.
“If you want to come
by the visitor center
and use the bathroom,
you don't need a pass,”
Cash told the Associ-
ated Press. “We are try-
ing to capture the costs
of services used, not
nickel-and-dime every
vehicle. If you want to
stop at an overlook and

take a selfie with the
beautiful scenery, you
can still do that.”
Cost for backcountry
camping will double to
$8 per night under the
new structure, with a
maximum of $40 per
camper. The park said
such fees have not in-
creased in 10 years
while site use has risen
to more than 100,000
camper-nights per
year. For other camp-
sites, the rates will in-
crease to $36 per night
for sites with electrical
hookups and $30 per
night for those without.
Rates for group camps,
horse camps and picnic
pavilions will also in-
crease. Complete infor-
mation on the new fee
structure is available on
the park's website.
Separately, the park is
exploring ways to ease
congestion at its most
popular attractions like
Laurel Falls, which had
375,000 visitors last
year. In a pilot project,
the park recently of-
fered a shuttle service
from the nearby resort
town of Gatlinburg to
the falls — a service
that was very popular,
Cash said.

new disease found
among ky cattle
Two cases of a new,
potentially dangerous
disease of cattle has
been detected in Ken-
tucky, according to
Kentucky State Veteri-
narian Dr. Katie Flynn.
Theileria orientalis
Ikedia, which is a pro-
tozoon known to be
carried by the Asian
Longhorned tick (ALT),
has been diagnosed in
two beef herds, one in
Fleming County and the

second in Hart County.
In each instance, a beef
breed bull fell ill and
died. There is no rela-
tionship between the
herds.
“The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
the Office of the State
Veterinarian is working
closely with agriculture
producers to contain
these incidents and
protect our herds
across the state,” Agri-
culture Commissioner
Ryan Quarles said.
“Protecting the health
of livestock in the com-
monwealth is a top pri-
ority of the Kentucky
Department of Agricul-
ture.”
Theileria is a tickborne
protozoa that infects
red and white blood
cells causing severe
anemia in cattle as well
as abortions, stillbirths,
weakness, reluctance to
walk, and death. Physi-
cal examination may
reveal pale mucus
membranes, high fever
and elevated heart and
respiratory rates. Thei-
leria can be confused
with Anaplasma mar-
ginale infections be-
cause both cause
anemia. A blood test
can distinguish the two
diseases.
Though a threat to
cattle, the disease is
not a threat to human
health. Humans cannot
become sick from con-
tact with affected cattle,
and consuming meat
from affected cattle is
safe provided the meat
has been cooked to an
appropriate tempera-
ture.
The Asian Longhorned
Tick (ALT) has been
found to be a primary
carrier for this disease.
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Some events in life are 
unavoidable. Try as we 
might, we cannot hide. We 
may get away with it for a 
little while, but not facing 
difficult situations catch-
es up with us eventually. 
Even if we avoid them for-
ever, they will leave their 
mark on us. It is not good 
for us to avoid uncomfort-
able situations because we 
are afraid of what might 
happen. If there is an un-
comfortable situation that 
must be addressed, it will 
still be there whether we 
do anything about it or 
not. 

In the story of Adam and 
Eve choosing the knowl-
edge of good and evil over 
obedience, they discovered 
their nakedness and were 
ashamed. They couldn’t 
hide what they had done 
so they tried to hide them-
selves – which is what we 
tend to do when we make 
even minor mistakes that 
we cannot deny. 

This is what is said in 
Genesis, “And they heard 
the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the gar-
den in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the gar-
den. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said 
to him, “Where are you?” 
And he said, “I heard the 
sound of thee in the gar-
den, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I 
hid myself.” He said, “Who 
told you that you were na-
ked? Have you eaten of the 

tree of which I command-
ed you not to eat?”

There are two ques-
tions here that 
are important. 
“Where are 
you?” and, to 
paraphrase for 
context, “Who 
told you that 
you needed 
to hide?” Mis-
takes, in this 
case a trust 
and relational 
mistake, have 
the capacity to 
break things 
forever. If ever 
there is a time 
to show up, it 
is after we have 
made a mis-
take. Hiding 
doesn’t help. 
Coming out, dealing with 
the consequences, and 
putting the relationship 
back together is what 
needs to happen. If we hide 
too many times things get 
very difficult to repair. This 
is a strong case for humil-
ity and a repentant heart.

In the book of Nehemi-
ah, we read about a Jew-
ish man who was likely 
born in Babylonian captiv-
ity. He had risen to the im-
portant position of being 
“cupbearer to the king.” 
One could argue that this 
was the person the king 
trusted most. The job was 
to serve food and wine and 
confirm that the food was 
not poisoned (a common 
way of deposing monarchs 
back in the day). 

The demeanor of a cup-

bearer would have been 
something a king would 
especially notice. Any 

change might 
arise suspicion 
to the point of 
being removed, 
exiled, or killed. 
There was a 
day when the 
dire situation 
of Nehemiah’s 
kinspeople in 
Judea came to 
his attention. 
His prayer of re-
pentance, after 
doing nothing 
wrong, is a pow-
erful example 
of identifying 
with his people. 
It caused him 
to grieve and 
changed his de-

meanor. He had the cour-
age to show up anyway 
and explain himself. 

This is how the scene 
is recorded in Nehemiah 
1:11b – 2:2, “Now I was 
cupbearer to the king. In 
the month of Nisan, in the 
twentieth year of King Ar-
taxerxes, when wine was 
before him, I took up the 
wine and gave it to the 
king. Now I had not been 
sad in his presence. And 
the king said to me, “Why 
is your face sad, seeing 
you are not sick? This is 
nothing else but sadness 
of the heart.” Then I was 
very much afraid.”

Nehemiah was sad-
dened by what he heard. 
He did not avoid his re-
sponsibilities. Nor did he 
deny how he was feeling. 

There are many places 
where we may feel that if 
we show up, we must hide 
how we are feeling (church 
and work come to mind). 
It takes courage to live an 
emotionally honest life. 
Show up anyway.

We do not know what 
was happening in David’s 
life when he penned Psalm 
23. We do know that 
through the course of his 
life he was a shepherd, a 
war hero, a fugitive, a mer-
cenary, a king, a deposed 
king, an adulterer, and a 
restored king with a prom-
ise from God. We know he 
had a good heart. We know 
he had courage. 

It is in this Psalm that 
we have some wonder-
ful encouragement to be 
present in all of life’s sit-
uations. Sometimes we 
are right. Sometimes we 
are wrong. Sometimes we 
are the cause of celebra-
tion, other times we are 
not welcome at all. It is for 
us to humbly walk with 
God, not hide from our 
mistakes or ourselves, and 
live an emotionally honest 
life. 

Then we may experience 
Psalm 23:5, ‘Thou prepar-
est a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with 
oil, my cup overflows.”

 Show up.
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist
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Show up instead of hiding

Base assurance of salvation on God’s Word—the Bible
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

n Old Salem Baptist Church will have homecoming Sun-
day, Aug. 21. Message will be delivered at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by a noon meal and singing in the afternoon by the 
Masseys.
n There will be an Extension District Board Meeting on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 at noon at the Extension Annex.
n  The VFW in Marion will be having Bingo starting at 5 
p.m. every Tuesday at 412 N. College St., Marion.
n Marion Show and Shine will be the fourth Thursday every 
month through October, weather permitting. Cars, trucks 
and motorcycles permitted at Crittenden County Court-
house, 107 S. Main St., Marion. Sponsored by City of Mari-
on Tourism. City of Marion Police Dept. authorized. 
n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. For the time 
being, the Clothes Closet is operated outdoors from 1-3 
p.m. each Thursday. Please observe social distancing. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n )redRQia 8QiWy %aSWiVW &KurFK’V FlRWKeV FlRVeW iV RSeQ 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Community Events & News

Question: As a child, I 
attended church with my 
parents. In high school and 
college, I no longer prac-
ticed my religious beliefs. 
,’m married QRZ aQd my 
wife and I want to get clos-
er to God. How can I have 
assurance that I know God 
personally?

Answer: ,’m SleaVed 
you are concerned about 
your relationship to God, for 
it has eternal consequenc-
es. The time is now to make 
sure of your personal rela-

tionship with God. 
7Ke reaVRQ SeRSle dRQ’W 

have a personal relation-
ship with God is sin in their 
lives (Rom. 3:23, 6:23). Our 
efforts to bridge the gap be-
tween sinful man and holy 
God never work. God has 
provided the only way. Je-
sus Christ died on the cross 

and rose from the grave 
and made it possible for us 
to have a personal relation-
ship with Him (1 Tim. 2:5). 
Each person must turn from 
sins (repent) and make a 
choice to trust Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. One re-
FeiYeV +im iQWR RQe’V KearW 
through prayer.

If you have sincerely 
asked Jesus to come into 
your life, God has saved 
you and He has welcomed 
yRu iQWR +iV Iamily� 'RQ’W 
base your assurance of 

your relationship with God 
on your emotional feelings. 
They vary greatly depend-
iQJ ZKaW’V JRiQJ RQ iQ yRur 
life. Base your assurance 
on the clear teachings of 
*Rd’V :Rrd³WKe %iEle� 
“Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be 
saved” (Rom. 10:13). The 
moment your ask Jesus 
Christ to come into your 
heart, He does so and gives 
you eternal life.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Enjoyable gatherings recorded in Press

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Don
GATEWOOD
Guest columnist

Politically
Speaking

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
Kentucky Supreme Court

Benchmarks

Rev. Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Daryl K.
TABOR
Press editor

My 2¢
Worth

Mark
GIRTEN
Guest columnist

Pastor’s
Pen

Perry
NEWCOM
Crittenden County
Judge-Executive

Judge’s
Journal

Linda
DEFEW
Guest columnist

Defew’s
Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Sta� writer
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Forgotten
Passages

Our old country 
churches and their activ-
ities were so important 
for the little communi-
ties located all over our 
county. Children’s Day 
programs, singing con-
ventions, Homecomings 
and Sunday School Con-
ventions brought people 
together for times Chris-
tian fellowship fun, and 
food. 

–––
Children’s Day
at Dycusburg
June 13, 

1897 was Chil-
dren’s Day at 
Dycusburg, and 
the Method-
ist church was 
packed with peo-
ple to witness 
the interesting 
services. The 
Sunday school 
superintendent 
was ably assist-
ed by two tire-
less workers, 
Mesdames P. K. 
Cooksey and T. 
J. Yeats, who 
had arranged 
for the occasion, 
and they had 
reason to be proud of 
their work.

Addresses were made 
by Rev. A. J. Thompson 
of Kuttawa and Messrs. 
Yeats and Glass of this 
place.  The little folks 
had appropriate recita-
tions, and their part of 
the program was most 
delightfully rendered.

Among the little girls 
who participated were 
Misses Ray Cooksey, 
Lucy Gregory, Mamie 
Graves, Lulie Ramage, 
Hattie Yeats and Mamie 
Richards.  The little boys 
were also in evidence.

Miss Willie Cooksey 
presided at the organ 
and was assisted by our 
choir, a splendid one. 
The music was inspiring. 
Among our good singers 
whose talent did much to 
make the occasion a suc-
cess are Misses Cooksey, 
Waters and Cassidy and 
Messrs. Ed. Dalton, J. R. 
Glass and Billy and Mar-
vin Charles.

At noon the contents 
of the well-filled baskets 
were spread in the grove, 
and there was plenty for 
all.

 It was a day that will 
be long remembered in 
this community.

–––
Children’s Day at Mt. 

Zion 
July 1913. Sunday 

morning at an early hour 
wagons, buggies, horse-
back and footbackers 
began to arrive till sev-
eral hundred people had 
gathered, then came the 
auto with R. Kemp as 
driver with some of Mari-
on’s best citizens as pas-
sengers.  

At 9:30 the house was 
called to order by the 
pastor Rev. J. A. Wheel-
er.  He introduced Rev. 
W. Pl Gordon of Marion, 
and with eloquence he 
addressed the people for 
about 15 minutes.

Bro. Wheeler called for 
prayer by Bro. Th. H. Co-
chran. The program was 
then turned over to the 
children.   The session 
represented the highest 
morals of literal and spir-
itual life.

At 12:15 in the beau-
tiful grove such as sur-
rounds a county church, 
dinner was spread. Some 
wondered how this mul-
titude could be fed, it was 
like the five loaves and 
fishes, there was plenty 
and as fine a dinner as 
the writer ever saw, and 
everybody seemed to en-
joy it.

The day was closed 
by Sister Duvall, who 

by this time 
was so filled 
with the holy 
ghost that 
she gave us 
an old fash-
ioned holy 
ghost talk. To 
say the least, 
we had an all 
around good 
time that will 
dwell with 
the memory 
through time 
and eternity.

–––
Singing Con-

vention
at Repton
September. 

11, 1913. The 
county sing-

ing convention met at 
Repton Church Satur-
day. A large crowd was 
present, and the exer-
cises were opened by 
singing by Repton choir 
followed by devotional 
exercises by Rev. B. F. 
Hyde, who also delivered 
the welcome address.

Cave Springs choir 
then took charge of the 
singing.  This choir did 
good singing and showed 
they had good training.  
They were followed by 
Rosebud choir who also 
delivered some excellent 
music led by Desmond 
Crowell.  

After a song by the 
entire congregation, the 
choir from the Second 
Baptist Church of Mar-
ion, with George Gass 
as leader were next, and 
many comments were 
made upon the spirit 
with which they sang.  
This was followed by a 
recitation “The Gift of 
God to Fallen Man” by 
Miss Lockie Powell, and 
Mrs. E. M. Duvall made 
an interesting talk on 
the “Blessings of Music.” 
More music followed by 
Messrs. Travis, Crowell, 
O’Neal and Crowell and 
a solo by Guthrie Travis.

–––
Weston Sunday

School Convention
The Weston District 

Sunday School Con-
vention will be held at 
Greens Chapel, Thurs-
day, July 1, 1937, begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m., and 
concluding with a com-
mittee report at 3:10 in 
the afternoon.

W. F. Winders is dis-
trict president and Irene 
Cain, secretary.  Mr. 
Winders invites all and 
ensures all choirs that 
may be in attendance 
that a place will be ar-
ranged on the program, 
for them, even if appear-
ance has not been previ-
ously arranged.

Special features will 
also find places on the 
schedule according to 
Winders, who also re-
leases the following pro-
gram:  Opening with a 
song, and the devotion-

al will be conducted by 
Lucian Sullivan 10 min-
utes later.  The welcome 
address at 9:45 a.m., by 
Melburn Cain and the 
response by superinten-
dent of Bells Mines Sun-
day School.

The first address will 
be that of H. B. McDow-
ell entitled  “Observation 
from the County Pres-
ident,” with music 15 
minutes later.

Rev. W. C. Dempsey 
will speak on “Building 
Up the Sunday School,” 
beginning at 10:45 a.m., 
with Catherine Beard 
scheduled at 11 a.m., 
on “Sunday School Cit-
izenship.” The report 
of the Sunday School 
is next and Mrs. Mattie 
Dempsey discusses Chil-
dren’s Training shortly 
before noon.

At noon a basket din-
ner will be served on the 
lawn, and preparations 
are being made for the 
largest crowd in the his-
tory of this convention. 
All sorts of delicacies and 
good, pure wholesome 
food will be in abun-
dance as it has always 
been.

The afternoon ses-
sion begins at 1:30 p.m., 
with a musical program, 
and addresses of Sun-
day School ideals will be 
made by Mrs. J. B. Hina, 
Gladys Walker and Co. 
Atty. Stone, each choos-
ing topics directly related 
to the general subject.

 E. Jeffrey Tra-
vis speaks on Religious 
Education and later 
Rev. Wallace Rutherford 
sums up the work and 
situation of the district 
concluding at 3:10 p.m., 
with reports of secretar-
ies and committees.

Leaders from all parts 
of the county, as well as 

those of adjoining coun-
ties, plan to be in atten-
dance and a day long to 
be remembered is eager-
ly looked forward to by 
everyone.

–––
Bells Mines

Homecoming 
June 28, 1940. The 

hillside at historic Bells 
Mines was covered with 
the largest homecoming 
crowd in its history Sun-
day. Almost everyone 
who should possess sen-
timent for a day at Bells 
Mines appeared, as did 
numbers of friends and 
many strangers. Esti-
mate of the crowd ranged 
from 1,000 to 1,200.

The forenoon was oc-
cupied by the children’s 
program which is tradi-
tion, and a few impromp-
tu speeches by those 
who just couldn’t hold 
themselves in.

The Cave Springs choir 
under direction of Virgil 
Drennan was one of the 
features and placed the 
day in a position to be 
long remembered.

Stamps, Baxter Melo-
dy Boys, well known to 
local audiences, enter-
tained during the after-
noon hours.  The build-
ing was crowded during 
the entire performance 
and at no time during 
the day was there more 

than standing room in 
the church.

An old timer in dis-
cussing the day said 
“speaking of loaves and 
fishes� at noon there 
was enough delicious 
basket dinners to feed a 
large part of Uncle Sam’s 
army. Two long tables 
were completely covered 
besides the number of 
groups throughout the 
grounds who couldn’t 
find room for the baskets 
at the tables.”

From a survey, there 
were representatives 
from Illinois, Indiana, 
Tennessee, Missouri, Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma, Flor-
ida and Michigan, not 
to mention the hundred 
from Kentucky. All sur-
rounding counties were 
represented and large 
portion of all churches in 
Crittenden were present.     

–––
A great time in our 

past history, those large 
all-day church gather-
ings brought everyone 
together from all over the 
town and county to have 
a day of fellowship and 
good times.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

A favorite part of gatherings were the large basket-filled noon meals, usually spread on 
homemade tables on church grounds.
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50 YEARS AGO
August 24, 1972
n Mrs. C.L. Frazer was
named 1972 Arthritis Cam-
paign Chairman for Critten-
den County. 
n Art students at CCHS had
an outdoor ceramic exhibit
on the front lawn of the
courthouse. 
n George Watts was ap-
pointed Sales Counselor for
the Direct Sales Division of
Doehla Greeting Cards, Inc. 
n Special guests at the reg-
ular meeting of the Marion
Rotary Club were new
member, Junior Combs;
program chairman, Dexter
Marsh; vice-president Zeb
Rickets; and guest pianists
Donna Hodge and Robin
Webb.

25 YEARS AGO
August 28, 1997
n Shawn Steele, a sixth-
grade student at Tolu Ele-
mentary School, was
inducted into the Acceler-
ated Reader International
Reading Honor Roll for
earning 605 reading points. 
n Community Arts Founda-
tion Resident Director

Susan Alexander conducted
a tour of Fohs Hall and the
Clement Mineral Museum
for Daniel Kidd of the Ken-
tucky Department of Travel,
Chris Harp of the Kentucky
Arts Council and Bruce W.
Brooks II also of the state’s
department of travel. 
n Bennett Redd of Marion
won the Kentucky Archers
Association State Champi-
onship in Providence.
n Brian Shemwell, a 1997
graduate of Crittenden
County High School, signed
a letter of intent to play
baseball at Freed Harde-
man College near Jackson,
Tenn. 

10 YEARS AGO
August 23, 2012
n Crittenden County’s Adult
Education Center was
ranked among the top 20
performing centers across

the state. Crittenden ranks
eighth out of 120 counties in
the state. 
n Maggie and Mauri Collins
represented Crittenden
County and District 7 at the
State 4-H Communications
day in Lexington after win-
ning top spots at county and
area competitions. Maggie’s
demonstration on “How to
Make Banana Bread” was
champion in the senior
breads division. Mauri was
one of only five 4-Hers in
the state to qualify to com-
pete in both speech and
demonstration. She earned
a blue ribbon in her speech
“How to Bring Balance in
Your Life” and in her demon-
stration “A Healthy Summer
at the Ballpark.” 

For more local history
read Brenda Underdown’s
Blog Forgotten Passages

Other 2 suspects
remain on run
STAFF REPORT
One of three Illinois resi-

dents who were arrested last
September inside the dormant
Rogers Group quarry on U.S.
60 East near Mattoon entered
an Alford plea last week in
Crittenden Circuit Court and is
facing three years in prison.
By entering an Alford plea,

Gene Dale Broadway Jr., 45, of
Benton, Ill., admits the com-
monwealth has evidence to
possibly get a conviction if the
case were to go to trial. Al-
though he did not admit guilt
in the 2021 burglary, his plea
has the same effect as a con-
viction. He will be formally sen-
tenced Oct. 6 and is facing four
three-year felony sentences
and two 12-month misde-
meanor sentences for his role

in the break in. He is charged
with complicity to burglary,
theft and trespassing and pos-
session of burglary tools and
possession of methampheta-
mine. 
Commonwealth Attorney Zac

Greenwell told the court that
Rogers Group’s quarry sus-
tained hundreds of thousands
of dollars in damage during the
alleged burglary. During the
course of the burglary, Green-
well has said the perpetrators
damaged wiring and other fix-
tures at the quarry’s produc-
tion plant.
The prosecutor has said re-

pair and replacement would
exceed $800,000. However,
state law limits the amount of
individual reparations to
$100,000. Greenwell said
Broadway will be responsible
for $100,000 in restitution and

so will the other two if con-
victed. 
The other individuals

charged with burglary and
theft in the case have been on
the run since early this year
when they missed a pretrial
hearing in Marion. A warrant
was issued for the arrest of Jin
Hee Ward, 35, and Richard An-
thony Ward, 50, of Goreville,
Ill.
The following are disposi-

tions of other cases before
Judge Williams last Thursday:
•Michael Adams, 22, of Mar-

ion pleaded guilty to felony
first-degree sexual abuse and
distribution of obscene mate-
rial to minors, a Class A mis-
demeanor. He was sentenced
to one year in prison for the
felony count and 12 months
for the misdemeanor. The time
will run concurrently for a total

of one year. He will be formally
sentenced on Oct. 6. The com-
monwealth is opposing proba-
tion. 
Adams was charged and in-

dicted earlier this year follow-
ing an investigation by the
Kentucky State Police. Adams
was accused of an incident
from October of 2021 where he
engaged in masturbation in
front of a female under the age
of 16 and allegedly showed her
obscene matter. 
•Terry Dorris, 49, of Marion

was sentenced to three years
on a methamphetamine drug
charge and lesser time for two
misdemeanors for public intox-
ication and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was
awarded probation for five
years with stipulations. The
charges stem from his arrest
while walking down Fords
Ferry Road on July 29.
•April McKenzie, 38, of Mar-

ion pleaded guilty to felony
first-degree possession of a

controlled substance (metham-
phetamine), third or greater of-
fense; and possession of drug
paraphernalia, a misde-
meanor. She was sentenced to
one year on the meth charge
and 12 months for the para-
phernalia charge. The time will
run concurrently. The com-
monwealth opposed probation. 
•Judge Williams denied a

bond reduction request by the
public defender representing
Michael J. Clark, 26, of Marion
who was indicted last month
on five felony charges, three of
which are Class C felonies and
two are Class D. 
Clark is charged with sec-

ond-degree rape (no force);
third-degree rape, second-de-
gree sodomy, third-degree
sodomy and first-degree un-
lawful transaction with a
minor.
Clark was arrested on July

14 and remains jailed on a
$25,000 cash bond. A pretrial
hearing is set for next month.

Crittenden Circuit Court Pleadings
1 of 3 in Rogers group burglary case pleads

STAFF REPORT
Twenty-eight delinquent property tax bills were sold

at the courthouse last week, most of them going to
third-party companies that buy them for profit-mak-
ing.
More than $20,000 in tax receipts were realized

from the sale, which is open only to registered buyers
who qualify ahead of time. A handful of local individ-
uals were among the buyers of past-due tax bills.
After a year, the buyer can force the sale of the

property and collect fees, expenses and interest. 
From the sale of the delinquent bills, Crittenden

County School District will get a share of $1,870, the
State of Kentucky will get $1,905 and Crittenden
County will receive $1,870 in revenue. Other taxing
districts will get their share as well.
There remains about $15,000 in delinquent tax

bills that went unclaimed. After the public sale in
2021, the county delinquent list was nearly double at
about around $30,000.
Beginning Jan. 1, 2023, the third-party purchasers

of Crittenden County tax bills may institute a foreclo-
sure action to collect the amounts owed under the
certificate of delinquency or to enforce the lien created
by the certificate of delinquency. Under KRS 134.546,
a third-party purchaser may (1) institute an action
against the delinquent taxpayer to collect the amount
of the certificate of delinquency to enforce the debt;
(2) institute an action to enforce the lien represented
by the certificate of delinquency; or (3) institute one
action including both types of the aforementioned ac-
tions.
Once a past-due tax bill is sold, it can create a fi-

nancial and legal nightmare for the property owner.

STAFF REPORT
Seven individuals were indicted

last week by the Crittenden
County Grand Jury.
A grand jury does not determine

guilt or innocence. It merely de-
cides whether enough evidence ex-
ists in a case to continue felony
prosecution in circuit court.
Indicted Thursday were the fol-

lowing:
•Ronald Frutiger, 44, of

Louisville was indicted on a felony
charge of flagrant non-support.
According to court records,
Frutiger is in arrears on child sup-
port payments by more than
$21,000. 
•Jason Miller, 43, of Marion, was

indicted on a felony charge of first-
degree trafficking in a controlled
substance, less than 2 grams, first
offense and first-degree trafficking
in a controlled substance, less
than 10 doses of opiates, first of-
fense. Court records allege that
Miller sold $100 worth of meth and
two Lortabs for $20 to a cooperat-
ing witness on May 20 in the park-
ing lot of Dollar General Store on
Sturgis Road. 
•Justin Morris, 25, of Marion,

was indicted on two felony charges

of second-degree forgery and
fraudulent firearm transaction,
and two misdemeanor charges for
violation of a Kentucky EPO/DVO.
Court records allege that Morris
falsely completed a firearms trans-
action application and gave false
information to a licensed gun
dealer on May 31 while making a
purchase of a weapon. Morris is
also accused of violation a protec-
tive order on Nov. 15, 2021 and
April 29, 2022.
•Michael Pierce, 42, of Union-

town, was indicted on a felony
charge of theft by unlawful taking
(more than $10,000 but less than
$100,000). Court records allege
that Pierce was helping a female
move furniture at her home on
June 8 when he took the car key
fob from her purse and left in her
car without permission. 

•Tyler Pigg, 19, of Marion was in-
dicted as a youthful offender on a
felony charge of first-degree rape of
a victim less than 12 years old.
The incident allegedly occurred in
April. 
•Michael Wright, 37, of Marion

was indicted on a felony charge of
custodial interference. Court
records charge that Wright was
not truthful when police went to
his home on June 8 looking for his
juvenile son. Witnesses, the com-
plaint warrant says, saw the boy
leave from a back door and get into
a vehicle with his mother.
•Brian Keith Haymaker, 47, of

Marion was indicted on a felony
charge of being a convicted felon in
possession of a handgun and a
misdemeanor charge of fourth-de-
gree assault (domestic violence
with minor injury). He is being
held in the county jail on a
$10,000 cash bond. Haymaker is
accused of assaulting a female on
July 26 then fleeing the home with
a 9mm Ruger. Court records say
that Haymaker is also known by
the aliases Brian Keith Moore and
Brian Keith Shipley. Court records
indicate that Haymaker is a con-
victed felon in Illinois. 

Grand jury indicts seven

County sells 28 past-due tax bills;
purchasers can force sale Jan. 1 



Wishing  everyone agreatschool year! 
305 North Main Street 

Marion, KY 42064

270-965-1230

Here to grow with you,  
wherever you go.

By TONYA DRIVER
Superintendent of Schools
Dear Rocket Families and 
Community,

It’s almost that time…
back to school, 
back to normal, 
and #BackToThe-
Future. That’s 
our theme as we 
eagerly begin our 
2022-2023 school 
year.  Our goal 
continues to be 
empowering and 
engaging students 
every day, and we are 
thrilled to be able to get 
back to some basics in 
academics, as well as in 
the traditions we value 
so much in Crittenden 
County.   

I am honored to serve 
as your superintendent. 
Having been a lifelong 
resident of Crittenden 
County, I want to work 
with you to make a dif-
ference for our students.  
We have several welcome 
back activities planned 
for them.  Mark your cal-
endars for Tuesday, Aug. 
23 as the Back-to-School 
Night for CCMS and 
CCHS, and Thursday, 
Aug. 25 as the Back-to-
School Night for CCES. 

Our incoming kindergar-
ten students will have 
their own special night 
on Monday, Aug. 22 at 
CCES, and our youngest 

Rockets, our pre-
school students, 
will get to meet 
their teachers on 
August 18.

It’s been won-
derful to hear the 
buzz of students 
excited about get-
ting their sched-
ules and learning 

who their teachers are 
the last few days.  As you 
may know, this infor-
mation is available after 
parents have completed 
the online registration 
process. We have a great 
competition going on 
among our schools to see 
who can get to 100 per-
cent first.  As of Friday, 
Aug. 12, the district has 
64.9 percent of student 
online registrations com-
plete, with the elementa-
ry school in the lead with 
72.1 percent of their reg-
istrations submitted.  

We are looking forward 
to welcoming students 
back on Monday, Aug. 29 
for the first day of school, 
and we want to share 

some important changes 
for the school year.  First, 
we are changing the direc-
tion of parent pickup and 
dropoff at the middle/
high school.  In an effort 
to avoid left turns and 
ease the stress of the traf-
fic, we will be having cars 
enter the dropoff/pickup 
lines on the high school 
end of the campus and 
exit in front of the mid-
dle school with a right-
turn only.  As you may 
be aware, we are await-
ing a turning lane project 
in front of these schools, 
and the rerouting of traffic 
will ease congestion to aid 
in that endeavor.  While 
the project completion 
is still a few months out, 
we want to get our Rocket 
families familiar with the 
new routine at the start of 
the year. 

As we start the year, I 
want to let you know that 
your board of education 
has been diligently work-
ing all summer to ad-

dress how the water issue 
may impact our campus-
es.  I am proud to report 
confidently that through 
a partnership with emer-
gency management and 
our city and county gov-
ernments, Marion is now 
predicted to be able to 
support the water needs 
of the schools.  Rest as-
sured, we have a back-up 
plan in the event that the 
water supply diminish-
es.  Director Slinker from 
Emergency Management 
has helped us to create 
a back-up plan that can 
be put in place if the need 
arises.  At the elementary 
school, we are also in the 
process of hooking onto 
Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District as soon as 
materials arrive. 

I know you may also 
have questions around 
COVID-19 and the quar-
antines that have been 
such a huge part of our 
lives for the last two 
years. COVID isn’t gone, 

but it is definitely mov-
ing into a new phase.  We 
want you to know that in 
our commitment to get 
back to normal, we will 
be treating COVID just 
as we will treat any other 
virus, such as the flu or 
strep. This means using 
good judgment and keep-
ing students home until 
fever has resolved for 24 
hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medica-
tions.  As always, we ask 
that you follow any ad-

vice given by a physician. 
As summer comes to 

an end, it’s my wish that 
you enjoy these remain-
ing days and look forward 
to the new year with ex-
citement and positivity.  
We are anxious to see the 
hallways and classrooms 
of our schools full of stu-
dents and staff as we 
head #BacktotheFuture.

My door is always open, 
and I invite you to contact 
me with any questions or 
concerns.

Back to school, back to normal

Driver
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By DR. QUERTERMOUS
CCHS Principal 

Dear CCHS students 
and families,  

We are so excited to have 
each of you as part 
of our CCHS fam-
ily, whether you 
are returning or 
just beginning your 
journey as a CCHS 
Rocket. It has been 
a noisy, dusty, 
busy place since 
students left in May 
for summer break. 
Construction crews and 
custodial staff have worked 
hard to remodel the up-
stairs and downstairs re-
strooms, remodel the up-
stairs science labs, create 
a family/unisex restroom, 

install an elevator, and 
clean, paint and accom-
plish much more to make 
our building better. Our art 
teacher Mrs. Rodriguez has 

added her amazing 
artwork to our caf-
eteria. These folks 
have poured their 
time and sweat into 
our building so that 
students have an 
improved learning 
environment, and 
we can’t wait for 
you to see these im-

provements! 
Please note that some 

policies have changed in 
our handbook for this year. 
Pay special attention to 
our dress code and tech-
nology expectations. We 

want all students safe and 
able to focus on learning 
and growing while they 
are here, beginning on day 
one. Additionally, unex-
cused tardies will impact 
a student’s ability to par-
ticipate in school activities. 
This is also highlighted in 
the handbook.

The last two years have 
definitely been a challenge, 
but it’s time to re-focus and 
re-engage in learning. The 
first step is to be present, 
physically and mentally, 
and be on time. On time 
means that students are 
in their 1st block class and 
ready to learn by 7:50. If 
they arrive at 7:50, they 
are late. Ensure that there 
is enough time to get to a 

locker and to class.
Assistant Principal Mr. 

Wynn, counselors Mrs. 
Shoulders and Mrs. Poin-
dexter, and I have an open-
door policy for students. 
Students, you are the best 
part of our day, and we en-
courage you to let us know 
if you need help.

Families, please call or 
email if you have questions 
or need to arrange a meet-
ing. We are here to help 
make sure students are 
successful and safe. Let’s 
work together to make 
CCHS a place where every-
one is respected, accepted 
and valued. 

Welcome back Rockets! 
Let’s make this the most 
amazing year ever!
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New improvements at high school 

By KARA TURLEY
CCMS Principal 

Welcome back, Rock-
ets! We hope you have 
had an awesome sum-
mer full of fun, relax-
ation, and maybe a bit 
of reading! Teachers and 
staff are looking forward 
to going #Backto-
theFuture, as we 
join together again 
to welcome back 
our students and 
learn and grow to-
gether. 

We have worked 
hard to make a 
schedule that 
meets the needs 
of individual students. 
This year, we do not have 
any block or 90 minute 
classes. Data has been 
analy]ed to place specific 
students in math or read-
ing development class-
es so they can receive 
more instruction in areas 
where they need it. Don’t 
be surprised if your mid-
dle school student has a 
schedule that looks a bit 
different from his or her 
friends. 

Middle school means 
lockers! Students will be 
assigned lockers that they 
may visit at certain times 
of the day. Times to visit 
lockers are upon arriving 
at school, before and after 
lunch, and before leav-
ing at the end of the day. 

CCMS students 
are required to 
have a transpar-
ent backpack. A 
small pouch may 
be kept inside the 
backpack to con-
ceal private or per-
sonal items. Text-
books won’t be 
transported from 

room to room, as most 
of them are digital. Texts 
that aren’t digital remain 
in teachers’ classes for 
students to use. 

We are happy to wel-
come the following staff 
members to our team: 
Madison Champion, 8th 
grade math; DJ Pigg, RTI; 
and Talley Joyce, coun-
selor. 

Parents and families 
are the most important 
partners we have as ed-

ucators, and we want to 
work together with you 
to help all of our students 
grow and achieve. All staff 
members can be reached 
by email using the fol-
lowing format� firstname.
lastname@crittenden.ky-
schools.us. You can reach 
us by phone at  270-965-
5221, and keep up with 
our school initiatives by 
following us on our Face-
book, Instagram, or Twit-
ter pages. Let’s work to-
gether to make sure that 
this is another awesome 
year at Crittenden Coun-
ty Middle School!

Middle school looking foward to #BacktotheFuture

Ryan Cowsert - 8th grade 
social studies; Bryan Qualls 
- 8th grade science; Jessica 
DeBurgo - 8th grade ELA; 
Madison Champion - 8th 
grade math; Nicole Cates - 
Special Ed; Jeanna Keith - 
Special Ed; Bryce Winders - 
Health and PE; Jeff Embrey 
- Health and PE; Ken Geary 
- Tech and algebra; DJ 
Pigg - Reading intervention; 
Ethan Hill - 7th grade social 
studies; Neal Bryant- 7th 
grade science; Anne Lance- 
7th grade ELA; Susan Bak-

er - 7th grade math; Ben 
Thompson - 6th grade social 
studies; Becky Bryant - 6th 
grade science; Mandy Pe-
rez- 6th grade ELA; Austin 
Berry - 6th grade math; Hei-
di Hicks - receptionist; Cathy 
Oliver - book keeper; Talley 
Joyce - counselor; Ash-
ley Frederick - curriculum 
coach; Kara Turley - Prin-
cipal;  Hayden McConnell - 
band; Elizabeth Rodriguez 
- art; Kimberlie Lady - ag; 
Jessie Hill - library; Kaitlyn 
Berry - Special Ed 

CCMS Staff

Quertermous

Turley

Jessica Abercrombie - 
Classroom Instructor; Jennifer 
Bell - Digital Learning Coach; 
Jared Brown - Classroom In-
structor; Tessa Brown - Class-
room Instructor; Gaige Court-
ney -  Classroom Instructor; 
Casey Evans - Classroom 
Instructor;  Derrick Ford -  
Classroom Instructor;  Teresa 
Foster - Classroom Instructor; 
Lori Glore - Exceptional Child 
,QVWruFWRr� 9iFWRria +aWÀeld � 

Classroom Instructor; Jessica 
Hill - Media Librarian;  Denis 
Hodge -  Classroom Instruc-
tor;  Glenna Hoeszle-Rich - 
Classroom Instructor; Talley 
Joyce - Classroom Instructor; 
Tara Kirk - Exceptional Child 
Instructor; Nicholas Marti-
nez - Classroom Instructor; 
Hayden Mcconnell - Class-
room Instructor; Deonna Mc-
cord - Classroom Instructor;  
Kimberlie Moore - Classroom 

Instr; Michelle Orr - Classroom 
Instructor; Laura Poindexter 
- Classroom Instructor; Jody 
Porter - Classroom Instructor;  
Melissa Quertermous - High 
School Principal; Julie Rodri-
guez - Classroom Instructor;  
Stefanie Shoulders - Guid-
ance Counselor; Howard 
Suggs - Classroom Instruc-
tor; Misty Tinsley - Classroom 
Instructor; Kimberly Vince 
- Classroom Instructor; Larry 

Walker - Classroom Instruc-
tor; Leah Waters - Classroom 
Instructor; Michaela West - 
Classroom Instructor; Brian 
Wynn - High School Vice Prin-
cipal; Brittany Mardis - Class-
room Instructor

CCHS Staff
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CCES staff prepared 
for an amazing year

Sarah J. Riley, principal; Laurie 
Holcomb, assistant principal; 
Sara Omer, counselor
Preschool: Meagan Brasher, 
Lisa Cooper, Tami Smith-Allen
Kindergarten: Jennifer 
Beverly, Bess Davis, Kassie 
Green, Denise Guess, Andrea 
Markham
First Grade: Heather Blood-
worth, Magan Cruce, Ann 
Moore, Mollie Tabor, Kayla 
Travis
Second Grade: Shayann 
Board, Melia Cappello, Aman-
da Harris, Julie Tinsley
Third Grade: Ashley Conway, 
Jada O’Leary, Summer Riley, 
Mandy Winters, Abby Whitney
Fourth Grade: Olivia Blood-
worth, Johnna Henager, Tabby 
Padon, Katelyn Wright
Fifth Grade: Cindy Crabtree, 

Mandy Hunt, Kim Spivey, 
Renee Stowe
Additional staff: George 
Cavanah, psychologist; Tiffany 
DeBoe, curriculum; Suzanne 
Brown, arts and humanities
Marlee Lanham, computer 
lab; Sandra Martinez, physical 
education; Mary Ann Winders, 
library; Alyssa Schoensiegel, 
music; Kathleen Guess, GT; 
Amy Caraway, JJ Graham, 
Jayme Young, intervention; 
Becky Bailey, Heather Belt, 
Brooke Hunt, Alex Kirby, Jenny 
Long, Kara Markham, Melissa 
Shewcraft, Tammy Stone, 
Shelby Werne, special educa-
tion; Kristin Belt, Taylor Berry, 
Marsha Burkeen, Stephanie 
Mott, Victoria Shewcraft, Shaw-
na Sunderland, Wendy Wil-
liams, instructional assistants

CCES Staff

By SARAH J. RILEY
CCES Principal 

Families and Friends of 
CCES,

On behalf of the entire 
faculty and staff, I hope ev-
eryone had a relax-
ing and enjoyable 
summer break. As 
the beginning of 
school is quickly 
approaching, we 
are eager to wel-
come your children 
back to Crittenden 
County Elementary 
School for an out-
standing 2022-23 school 
year. Our administrative, 
custodial and secretarial 
staffs have been working 
throughout the summer, 
preparing the building for 
another amazing school 
year. 

2ur first event for the 
year is Kindergarten Carni-
val Night on Monday, Aug. 
22 from 5–6:30 p.m. This is 
for kindergarten students 

and their parents. That 
night you will have the op-
portunity to complete on-
line registration, view the 
classrooms, and have your 
questions answered by 

teachers and trans-
portation staff.

The Back to 
School Bash will be 
on Thursday, Aug. 
25 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
for grades 1–5. On-
line registration, 
transportation staff, 
and many other 
groups will be avail-

able. Kindergarten students 
and parents do not need to 
attend this night.

I am looking forward to a 
year of partnering with the 
staff, parents and commu-
nity to help our students 
have a successful year. We 
can’t wait to start an excit-
ing 2022-2023 school year, 
and we are prepared to pro-
vide the best Rocket educa-
tion to our students!

New teacher introductions
Schrock

Christian County na-
tive, Lacey Schrock be-
gins  her role as Supervi-
sor of Instruction.

Schrock 
r e c e i v e d 
her bach-
elor’s de-
gree in bi-
ology and 
secondary 
education 
from Mur-
ray State 
University, 
as well as a 
degree in wildlife biology 
from Austin Peay Univer-
sity. She completed work 
for her school administra-
tion and supervisor of in-
struction certification at 
Murray State University. 

Having taught at Hop-
kinsville Community Col-
lege, Christian County 
High School and Lyon 
County High School, 
Schrock most recent-
ly taught high school 
science and dual cred-
it courses for the Trigg 
County School District. 

Schrock says her goal 
as Crittenden County’s 
supervisor of instruction 
is to create multiple op-
portunities for students 
to be successful.

“I know that through 
collaboration with admin-
istrators and staff, we can 
provide great opportuni-
ties for students to learn, 
grow, and be prepared 
for their future,” said 
Schrock. “It is through 
that collaboration toward 
a common vision that we 
will move forward and 
provide equal opportuni-
ties for all students.”

In her free time, Schrock 
and her husband, Scott, 
a math teacher and fish-
ing team coach for Trigg 
County High School, en-
joy watching their boys 
(Gavin, age 10 and Ca-
den, age 6) participate in 
many sports activities. As 
a family, they also enjoy 
time hiking, fishing, and 
spending time outdoors. 

–––
Harmon

Deborah Harman has 
been chosen as Director 
of Special Education and 
Preschool Coordinator, 
and she says she feels the 
time is right for her to re-
turn to serve students.

Harman most recently 
held the position of prin-
cipal at Bend Gate Ele-
mentary School, a 4-star 
academic achievement 

honoree, in Henderson, 
KY. Prior to that, she 
served as the Director of 
Special Projects for Union 
County School District, 
which included roles as 
the district’s Director of 
Special Education, Pre-
school, and other areas. 
Harman holds a Rank 1 in 
Curriculum and Instruc-
tion from Indiana Wes-
leyan University, along 
with a 5ank � Certificate 
of Leadership in Director 
of Special Education from 
Murray State University 
and a Master of Science 
in speech pathology from 
West Virginia University. 

Her goals, she says, al-
ways have 
been to 
serve stu-
dents in 
her care to 
the best of 
her ability. 
“I want all 
s tuden ts 
to grow 
and learn, 
so they can be prepared 
to enter the world confi-
dently with the best set of 
skills possible,” she said. 

Harman said that de-
sire for all students to 
be successful is what led 
her back into the world 
of education after a brief 

NEW TEACHERS
continued on page 12

Riley

Schrock

Harmon
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2022-2023 (subject to 
change as we get students 
in system and if we get 
road or bridge restrictions)

–––
CCHS 1st Round

BUS 041 MANDY HUNT
Hospital annex), Cherry 
Street, Rochester Ave, Luck 
St., Second St, N. College, 
Whippoorwill Drive to Hillcrest 
Drive to Summit to Harmon 
Drive back to U.S. 60 
BUS 0739 COURTNEY 
PATE
&eQWral OIÀFe, 0aWWRRQ 
Loop, Nunn Switch Rd., 
Caney Fork, Blackford (to 
turnaround) to Nunn Switch, 
Fishtrap back to U.S. 60, J.P. 
Howerton and West Bellville 
from stop light to N. Yandall
BUS 29 LIBBI ROBINSON
KY 297 from Glendale 
Church Rd., to KY 723 S., KY 
723 to Cecil Croft Rd., 838 
W, Claude Belt, New Union 
Church, Lewis Croft, Deer 
Creek.
BUS 24 GARY DAMRON
KY 297, Tolu end of KY 723, 
Tolu end of KY 135, Tolu, Irma 
White Rd., Tom Hill Rd., Dick 
Jones Rd., Barnett Chappel
BUS 1514 TINA NEWCOM
East Bellville (from Five 
SWar WR 0ariRQ )eed 0illV�, 
Old Shady Grove, Club Dr., 
Guess Dr., N. Clay, Tribune 
Tower Rd., Wilson Farm Rd., 
KY 132 (Enon Church) KY 
120. 
BUS 1528  STEPHEN 
SMITH
.% 3KarmaFy, 0aiQ SWreeW 
in town (pick up and drop in 
IrRQW RI )ra]er LaZ ROIÀFe� 
Terace Dr., Tower RD., SugAr 
Grove Church RD., KY 120-
KY 139 Shady Grove, Prove-
nience Rd.
BUS 1507     RICKY WIND-
ERS
South Weldon and joining 
streets, KY 1668, KY 135, 
O�%� 0F'aQiel Rd�, 'RQ-
ald Winders Rd., Aunt Jane 
Tabernacle, Willard Easley 
Rd., Hebron Church Rd., KY 
91 (cannot cross bridge or 
go Freedom Church due to 
weight restrictions), AT Crider.
BUS 1403  SARA OMER  
CCHS to CCES mornings, 
CCES TO CCHS afternoons, 
U.S. 60 West from KY 1668 

to Crittenden-Livingston line, 
Zion Cemetery, Lewis, Love 
Cemetery, Irma White Youth 
Camp, Dry Branch
 
CCHS/CCMS 1st Round
BUS 1604 ED LENEAVE
8�S� �� IrRm 0ariRQ FiWy lim-
its to KY 1668 (Bright Begin-
nings, Airport Rd., Gregory 
Lane), Claylick Rd., KY 2132, 
View Road (KY 2132 to U.S. 
60) Kirk Bluff, Damron Rd., 
(aJle 0iQe, .< ���, )raQFeV 
Rd., Amos Rd.
BUS 2215 PAM COLLINS
SulSKur SSriQJV Rd�, 0e[i-
FR Rd� �IrRm 0ariRQ Rd� WR 
0e[iFR %aSWiVW &KurFK� 0ar-
ion Rd., Axel Creek, Caldwell 
Springs to turnaround, Guess 
Rd�, 3addy’V %luII WR WurQ-
around (Gorman pond Rd.) 
%rRZQ 0iQeV Rd�, (mmauV 
Rd.
BUS 2216 LISA WILLIAM-
SON
Chapel Hill (from Par 4 to 
Crayne), Lloyd Rd., Lilly Dale 
Rd., U.S. 641 from Calvary 
Baptist Church to Caldwell 
County line, Nipper Rd., Har-
ris Rd.
BUS 1513     KEN GEARY
KY 365 to Long Branch, KY 
654 N to Cotton Patch, Roe 
:aIIRrd, 0W =iRQ &KurFK, <R-
der Rd., Valley View, Fords 
Ferry to Pickering hill back to 
Browns School (turnaround at 
Howerton Rd.) Fords Ferry to 
SWurJiV Rd�� 0$,1 S7R((7 
0$R.(7 S7O3 �,QFludeV 
0F'RQaldV, JRKQVRQV )urQi-
ture and Subway)
BUS 33         
.< �� �0RWW &iWy WR 'yFuV-
burg), KY 855 (from KY 70 to 
KY 902), KY 902 from Critten-
den-Caldwell line to Dycus-
burg, Jackson School Rd. to 
0arFK OliYer Rd�, 'yFuV Rd�, 
0aiQ LaNe Rd�, JRyFe Rd� aW 

KY 70 Lafayette Heights at 
KY 70
BUS 1508  DENIS HODGE
CCES TO CCHS morning, 
CCHS TO CCES afternoon, 
Old Salem Rd., West Bell-
ville to North Yandall, Travis 
to Keeling to North Weldon 
(STREETS ALONG N .WEL-
DON INCLUDING CREEK 
ST.) turnaround at Starling 
�3,&. 83 )OR :,LL,$0S 
PARK IS PIGEON DRIVE)
BUS 21 BRYCE WINDERS
U.S. 641 from Industrial Drive 
WR 0RWW &iWy Rd�, WR RailrRad 
Ave., AH Clements to Dove 
Lane, Campbell Lane, Wel-
don Rd., from U.S.  641 to 
Belt Lane, Coleman Rd., 
Chapel Hill (Brookcliff, Arlene 
aQd +iFNRry +illV� WR 0RRre 

Ave. (Leland Ave), Watson 
St., to Blackburn to U.S. 60 
West.
BUS 1520 AMBER LENE-
AVE
:eVW 0RuQd 3arN, SWurJiV 
Rd., U.S. 60 E to Railey Rd., 
LRQJ %raQFK, Old 0RrJaQ-
Àeld Rd� �$W 8�S� �� ( aQd 
Old 0RrJaQÀeld Rd��
BUS 1512 KEELY HALL
Blackburn Church (Just-A-
0ere iQWerVeFWiRQ� &RSSeraV 
Springs, KY 506, Plesant Hill 
(from KY 506 to Floyd Turley 
Rd.) Lone Star Rd., to Baker 
Lane, Piney Fork, KY 1077 to 
Harvest House Church, East 
Depot (from Kevil to KY 506) 
East Depot, South Walker, 
0aiQ SWreeW IrRm 1aSa WR ,Q-
dustrial Drive

2022-2023 Crittenden County Bus Routes

period of retirement. “I 
realized pretty quickly 
that I missed students 
and missed being part 
of an education team,” 
she said. “Having held 
this position in the past, 
it felt like the right time 
for me to return to serve 
students.”

An avid animal lover, 
Harman also enjoys read-
ing and is a volunteer for 
the Ronald McDonald 
House in Evansville, In-
diana. She also serves on 
the Board of Directors for 
River Valley Behavioral 
Health. Harman is mar-
ried and is the mother 
of two adult daughters 
and grandmother to six 
grandchildren. 

–––
Shewcraft

Melissa Shewcraft’s 
special assistant Oscar 
might just be the most 
popular guy in school. 
The Goldendoodle is a 
c e r t i f i e d 
t h e r a p y 
dog and 
will join 
Shewcraft, 
r e c e n t l y 
hired as 
a special 
education 
teacher at 
Crittenden 
County El-
ementary 
School. Re-
cently ap-
proved by 
the Critten-
den County 
Board of 
Education, 
Oscar will join her as the 
first therapy dog in Crit-
tenden County School 
District history. 

Shewcraft is a 2003 
graduate of Crittenden 
County High School. 
While originally wanting 
to be a teacher,  a com-
munication disorders 
class in college led her to 
pursue that career path. 
She switched majors and 
later received a bache-
lor’s degree in Commu-
nication Disorders from 
Murray State in 2007. 
After some time in the 
classroom, she obtained 
her master’s degree in 
special education from 
Georgetown College in 
2019. 

Shewcraft is not new 

to teaching in the Crit-
tenden County School 
System, as she was a 
classified instructor from 
2011-2017 in the high 
school. 

As a certified teacher, 
she has taught at Web-
ster County and, most re-
cently, Browning Springs 
Middle School in Madi-
sonville. 

Mom of one, Shew-
craft says the transition 
to leave her students in 
Browning Springs was 
a hard choice but after 
deciding to enroll her 
daughter in pre-school in 
Crittenden County, she 
knew she needed to be 
close to home. 

–––
Padon

Tabby Padon has trad-
ed in her Cardinal red 
for Rocket blue this year 
as she 
starts her 
t e a c h i n g 
career at 
Crittenden 
County as 
a fourth-
g r a d e 
teacher. 

A 2018 
graduate of 
Livingston Central High 
School, Padon continued 
her studies in elementa-
ry education at Murray 
State University, gradu-
ating in 2022. 

During her time in high 
school, Padon played 
basketball, softball, vol-
leyball and ran track. She 
was also the senior class 
president. 

Padon did her student 
teaching at Crittenden 
last year and is ready for 
what this year will look 
like with her own Rain-
bow Bohemian themed 
classroom. She will be 
teaching social studies, 
and is also looking for-
ward to teaching reading 
and writing. 

–––
Champion

Madison Champion is 
returning 
to her alma 
mater to 
start her 
career as 
an eighth-
g r a d e 
m a t h 
teacher. 

Dream-
ing of 
teaching from a young 
age, Champion laughs 

as she recalls forcing her 
brother to “play school” 
with her as children. She 
says she never remem-
bers a time she was not 
playing with a chalk-
board instead of dolls and 
toys. She has always en-
joyed being around chil-
dren and helping them 
learn, whether it’s school, 
sports or life in general. 

Once she graduated 
from Crittenden Coun-
ty High school in 2018, 
the thoughts of a lower 
pay scale from teaching 
pushed her to pursue 
a nursing degree from 
Murray State University. 

Halfway through her 
second year of studies 
and after completing a 
semester of the nursing 
program, Champion real-
ized the line of work was 
not for her. She met with 
her advisor and prayed-
fervently before mak-
ing the choice to pursue 
teaching after all, and 
she has not looked back. 

Champion completed 
her student teaching at 
Caldwell County Middle 
school last year. Being 
able to help children both 
through problems in the 
classroom and in similar 
situations she has faced 
in life has made Champi-
on confident in her choice 
of teaching. 

Champion is thankful 
to make her great-grand-
mother Gyneth Strong, a 
retired teacher and prin-
ciple at Crittenden Coun-
ty, proud of her.

–––
Conway

A family full of teachers 
and an inspiring fifth-
grade teacher cultivated 
a love of 
l e a r n i n g 
for Ashley 
C o n w a y . 
Early on, 
she real-
ized teach-
ing was her 
calling.

A Union 
County na-
tive, Conway is a gradu-
ate of Union County High 
School Class of 2018. 
She received a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary ed-
ucation through Murray 
State University’s Hen-
derson Campus in 2022. 

Though 2022-23 will be 
her first year as a teach-
er, Conway is no strang-
er to the classroom with 
two years of substitute 

teaching under her belt, 
and her student teaching 
experience last year at 
Uniontown Elementary. 

In high school Conway 
was a part of Union Coun-
ty’s volleyball, softball 
and basketball teams. 
She was also involved 
in Beta Club, National 
Honors Society and the 
Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA). In col-
lege, she was a member 
of Phi Theta Kappa. 

Conway is excited to 
teach third graders all 
about mathematics and 
is also hoping to teach 
some social studies later 
in the year.

–––
Pigg

An eighth-grade lan-
guage arts teacher helped 
set D.J. Pigg on a path 
that led 
him to 
C r i t t e n -
den Coun-
ty High 
School.

Pigg, the 
new Rock-
et basket-
ball coach, 
will be 
s p l i t t i n g 
his time between middle 
and high school RTI (Re-
sponse to Intervention) 
and high school English.

“My eighth grade En-
glish teacher, Cody Lane, 
who also taught geogra-
phy in sixth grade, did lot 
of stuff that stuck out to 
me at Benton Middle, and 
I knew if I was going into 
education I wanted to be 
a teacher like he was,” 
said Pigg, a 2016 grad-
uate of Marshall County 
High School.

After playing year of 
golf at John A. Logan, 
Pigg returned to western 
Kentucky to pursue an 
education degree at Mur-
ray State.

He was an assistant 
basketball coach at 
Graves County before be-
ing hired at Crittenden 
County.

3igg and his fiancp, 
Bailey Hawkins, an edu-
cator in Marshall County, 
reside in Kuttawa.

–––
Smith-Allen

After four years in the 
U.S. Navy and 21 years 
living in Oklahoma, Tami 
Smith-Allen is returning 
to her roots.

She will begin her first 
year at Crittenden Coun-

ty in one of the school’s 
three preschool class-
rooms.

Smith-Allen grew up 
in Louisville and moved 
to Lyon 
County as 
a soph-
o m o r e 
in high 
s c h o o l , 
graduating 
from there 
in 1986.

T h i s 
s u m m e r 
she and her husband, 
who is recently retired, 
relocated to Lyon County 
where they will be taking 
over her mother’s farm.

For the past six years, 
Smith-Allen has taught 
preschool, kindergar-
ten and second grade in 
Oklahoma.

A love for young chil-
dren led her to preschool.

“My passion is with the 
littles,” she said. “I love 
the movement, the activ-
ities, the ability to teach 
all different ways, includ-
ing song.

“They have such en-
thusiasm for learning.”

Smith-Allen will be 
joined in the classroom 
by instructional assistant 
Missy Nelson.

–––
Mardis

Brittany Binkley 
Mardis’ family has long 
been affiliated with 

the Crittenden County 
School District. 

Her dad, Greg, is retir-
ing this month as the dis-
trict’s maintenance su-
perv isor, 
and her 
mom Judy 
held sev-
eral roles 
before re-
tiring two 
years ago.

Now it 
is Mardis’ 
turn.

The 2001 CCHS grad 
will be the Family and 
Consumer Sciences in-
structor at the high 
school, teaching family 
and consumer science, 
lifespan development 
and relationships class-
es. Most of the curric-
ulum for those courses 
were covered during her 
undergraduate studies, 
which included a major 
in psychology.

She holds a master’s 
degree in human devel-
opment and leadership 
and worked in the middle 
and high school last year 
as a counselor for Moun-
tain Comprehensive Care 
Center.

“I had 50 clients last 
year and this year I will 
be covering a lot of the 

Shewcraft

Oscar

Padon

Smith-Allen Mardis
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positivitypositivity

from your friends atfrom your friends at

same things moving into 
a teaching roll – mental 
health, life skills – just in-
teracting with more kids,” 
she said.

Mardis is hired under 
Kentucky’s alternative 
certification program, 
which allows individuals 
who have worked in relat-
ed fields to begin teach-
ing and obtain alternate 
certification within three 
years.

Mardis wants to fast-
track that, as the pro-
gram allows participants 
to work at their own pace 
to complete coursework.

Mardis has two chil-
dren in the school district, 
a sixth- and third-grader.

–––
Foster

The theme for the 
school year in Crittenden 
County is Back to the Fu-
ture. 

T h a t ’ s 
quite true 
for long-
time edu-
cator Tere-
sa Foster.

F o s t e r 
began her 
t e a ch ing 
career in 
Crittenden County fresh 
out of college in 1980. 
She retired at age 47 and 
is back as an English 
teacher at CCHS.

Foster retired 15 years 
ago, but has stayed con-
nected to the district as 
a substitute teacher. She 
taught English at Crit-
tenden County Middle 
School and severed as 
the technology coordina-
tor for seven years.

Changes to state laws 
governing teacher retire-
ment during a critical 
shortage of teachers al-
lows Foster to return to 

full-time teaching with-
out affecting teacher re-
tirement.

Foster will be teaching 
senior English as well as 
supervising students who 
are taking dual credit 
classes through Madi-
sonville Community Col-
lege.

Speaking of back to the 
future, Foster wants to 
ensure her students have 
some basic writing skills 
in addition to literary em-
phasis in senior English.

“A lot of kids may not 
be going to college, they 
may be going to voca-
tional school instead, so I 
want to do a lot of real-life 
things when it comes to 
writing,” she said.

–––
Joyce

As the new guidance 
counselor 
at Critten-
den Coun-
ty Middle 
S c h o o l , 
T a l l e y 
Joyce will 
serve as 
a liaison 
b e t w e e n 
s i x t h - 
through eight-grade stu-

dents, their parents and 
teachers. Joyce moves 
to CCMS this year from 
her role last year as high 
school English teacher 
and part-time counselor. 

“I want to be someone 
kids can not only talk out 
their problems with but 
also advocate for them 
with emotional needs,” 
Joyce said, pointing to 
two years of on-again, off-
again in-person learning 
due to COVID-19.

Joyce is a Crittenden 
County graduate and 
2014 graduate of West-
ern Kentucky University. 
She has a master’s degree 
in school guidance and 
counseling.

Joyce replaces Laura 
Poindexter, who is moving 
the high school to teach 
math. She began her 
teaching career at Crit-
tenden County in 2015 as 
a seventh-grade reading 
teacher.

Attending to middle 
schoolers’ mental health 
is a priority, Joyce said. 

“I will work with them 
to balance their time, and 
new responsibilities that 
come upon as teenag-
ers and school in general 

such as building relation-
ships, dealign with gossip, 
rumors and how to han-
dle social media and cyber 
bullying.

A program called Suite 
360 will allow Joyce to fo-
cus on social/emotional 
learning, and she hopes 
to be in each classroom 
as much as possible to 
deliver lessons and spend 
some one-on-one time 
with students.

–––
Hunt

After a year away from 
her field, Brooke Hunt 
returns as a speech ther-
apist this 
fall at Crit-
tenden El-
ementary.

T h e 
2006 Uni-
versity of 
Kentucky 
g r a d u -
ate has 
p r o v i d -
ed speech therapy in the 
school setting in Union 
and Henderson counties 

for 10 years and in an 
outpatient medical setting 
for five years.

Last year she was the 
secretary in the Critten-
den County High School 
office, which she said was 
a good transition into the 
school district while both 
her sons began school 
last year.

Hunt replaces therapist 
Tracy Rogers.

The job opening was a 
blessing, she said.

“When God opens a 
door, sometimes you have 
to walk through it,” she 
said. “It feels good. When 
you go to school for all 
that time and pay for a 
degree, you want to use 
it and I’m excited to be 
on the same schedule as 
the boys, who are in pre-
school and kindergarten.”

–––
Blackburn

Getting on her same 
schedule as her preschool 
and first-grade children 
was the attraction Sta-
ci Blackburn needed to 

head back to school her-
self.

Blackburn was hired 
this week 
as the sec-
retary at 
C r i t t e n -
den Coun-
ty High 
School. 

W o r k -
ing on 
the front 
line at the 
high school, Blackburn 
will oversee a multitude of 
daily tasks that keep stu-
dents on track and infor-
mation flowing from the 
front desk throughout the 
school.

She is a 2006 Critten-
den County High School 
graduate and a graduate 
of the former Internation-
al Academy of Design in 
Nashville.

“I was home the last two 
years with the kids but 
knowing both are going to 
be in school, I was ready 
to get back to work,” 
Blackburn said.

NEW TEACHERS
continued from page 12

Foster

Joyce

Hunt

Blackburn

Aug. 23-24 Professional Development Day
Aug. 25 Teacher Planning Day
Aug. 26 Opening Day
Aug. 29 First Day for Students
Sept. 5 Labor Day
Oct. 3-7 Fall Break
Oct. 10 Teacher Planning Day
Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 30 Christmas Break

Jan. 2 Teacher Planning Day
Jan. 16 No School
Feb. 20 Professional Development Day
Apr. 3-7 Spring Break
Apr. 10 Teacher Planning Day
May 26 Last Day for Students
May 30 Closing Day
May 31 Teacher Planning Day
June 1 Flexible PD Day

Reg. Instructional Day

Holiday

Professional Developement

First & Last Day for Students

District Planning Day

Opening/Closing

Non School Day

Crittenden County Schools
2022-2023 School Calendar



STAFF REPORT
Throughout July and August there has been

one constant in Rocket football’s preseason
camp – last year’s First District Class A Run-
nerup Trophy. The piece of hardware is a source
of unrest for the Rockets. 
Finishing second in the division for the first

time in five years left a bitter taste in second-
year coach Gaige Courtney’s mouth and the
whole thing is starting to stick in everyone’s
craw.
“I take it personally,” said the Rocket head

coach. “We win four straight then the first year I
take over that happens. I don’t want to be the
one that lets the standard take a step back.”
So the trophy – a constant reminder of that

taste of humility Crittenden County swallowed
last fall – has been an omnipresent image of the
Rockets’ disdain for anything short of a cham-
pionship season.
“We take that second-place trophy to the prac-

tice field with us, the weight room, it will go with
us to games,” Courtney said. “It reminds of what
it felt like to lose.”
If the Rockets want to avoid losing this season,

they will need some special weapons. The sched-
ule is as tough as it’s been in years. Beyond the
Class A First District, which includes a defend-
ing state runner-up Russellville squad weak-
ened by graduation and an improved Fulton
County crew, Crittenden will run the gauntlet
with the likes of Murray, Madisonville, Bethle-
hem, Louisville DeSales, Union County and first-
year Tennessee team Liberty Creek.
While a cast of talented skilled-position play-

ers return, the Rockets are retooling things up
front. Returning linemen Deacon Holliman and
Zach Counts will anchor the offensive line and
both carry a big stick. Counts broke his leg last
year and missed most of the season. Coach
Courtney describes him as hungry to get back
into action and Holliman is characterized as the
team’s most physical player. Both tackles are
imposing figures and will need to stay healthy if
Crittenden hopes to win the trenches.
Hurst Miniard will play at center with Travis

Blazina and Grayson James on each flank at
guards. Lane West will see a great deal of playing
time, too, but depth is thin up front.
Junior Micah Newcom is the quarterback with

senior Seth Guess the backup. Crittenden lost
record-setting quarterback Luke Crider who has
moved on to play collegiately. Crider had been
the starter for nearly three seasons. The skipper
says Newcom is quite capable of handling the
job.
“Micah has been groomed for this role for a

long time, just been waiting his turn. I feel like
he’s ready and I expect him to be really good,”
Courtney said.
Take your pick as to who else might be han-

dling the football. The options seem endless.
CCHS has more depth at running back and re-
ceiver than perhaps it has in history. There’s a
full range of talent levels and special skills
among the stable of athletes. Certainly atop the
pack are seniors Preston Morgeson and Kaleb
Nesbitt. Their ability to hit the home run on any
player will create big problems for opposing de-
fenses. Look for them to show up at various
places on the field, primarily as receivers. 
At running back will be Gattin Travis, Levi

Piper and senior Sammy Impastato. Each has a
skill set that will allow the coach to mix in power
or elusiveness. Senior Briley Berry will also get
some time on offense, although his speciality is
middle linebacker.
Senior Case Gobin will play the traditional

tight end type role in a multiple offense that will
feature mostly spread formations. Freshman
Caden Howard, the team’s fastest player Rowen
Perkins, Tyler Belt, Kekoa Kuamoo, Casey Cates
and Gabe Keller are among the cast of other tal-
ented characters who will get their hands on the
ball any given Friday.
“We’re still trying to figure out what we’re good

at offensively,” Courtney said. “We have so much
depth at receiver and all of those guys want the
ball. It’s going to be hard at times to figure out
where the ball should go. We’ve moved (Nesbitt)
outside and he has the ability to take the top off
of a defense. He gives us that home run element
and they will have to respect him.”
Defensively, the Rocket secondary hasn’t been

tested too much in preseason, but there’s some
good skill back there. Linebackers look solid and
the three inside guys up front have a high ceil-
ing. Depth is another issue there, however. 
Berry and Gobin will set the tone. Berry leads

the linebacking corps and Gobin is the top re-
turning tackler at end. Gobin is long and strong

and Berry has gotten bigger since his breakout
junior season a year ago.
Junior Bennett McDaniel will miss the first

game of the season with a back injury, but will
be a key compo-
nent at strong
side linebacker if
he can get
healthy. The
third backer is
Travis, giving the
Rockets a sold
three-man start-
ing unit. The
starting hybrids
d e f e n s i v e
back/linebackers
are Nesbitt and
Guess with
Perkins and
Morgeson at the
corners and Tyler
Belt at free safety. There is some depth in that
part of the defense with Piper, Howard, Cates,
Keller, Austin Whitt and Evan Belt, who is back
on the gridiron for the first time in years. 
Coach Courtney, who played linebacker dur-

ing his days as a Rocket and four years in col-
lege, says the team must do a better job of
forcing turnovers this season. 
“That’s got to be an emphasis,” he said. “Hon-

estly, on defense we’re at a better place right
now than we were at this point last season. I feel
good about every level.”
Depth is a concern at linebacker, Courtney

said, with McDaniel a question mark as the sea-
son begins.  “We have to stay healthy,” he added.
The Rockets have a chance to retake that cov-

eted district championship again this season,
but they will have to avoid injuries and improve
special teams play. The kicking game is a par-
ticular concern as the season gets underway
this week.
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Rockets Roster
No.           Player                     Height    Weight        Pos.             Year
1      Seth Guess                      5'9"         165         QB DB          Senior 
2       Kaleb Nesbitt                  5'11"       175        WR DB         Senior
3      Kekoa Kuamoo               5'10"       150          WR S          Senior
4      Nate Faith                       6'1"         135        WR DB         Senior
5      Case Gobin                      6'4"          207          TE DL          Senior
6      Caden Howard                6'1"         160        WR DB          Fresh
7      Sammy Impastato         5'8"         200         RB DL          Senior
8      Bennett McDaniel          5'11"       190         WR LB          Junior
9      Camron Belcher             5'6"         130         RB DB           Soph
10     Micah Newcom               5'10"       175        WR DB         Junior
11     Evan Belt                         6'1"         180        WR DB         Senior
12     Quinn Summers             5'8"         150         QB LB           Fresh
14     Casey Cates                    5'10"       160        WR DB         Junior
15     Brayden Poindexter        6'1"         160          TE LB           Fresh
16     Rowen Perkins                5'6"         140         RB DB          Senior
17     Preston Morgeson          5'9"         160        WR DB         Senior
20     Jacob Carder                   5'10"       160         RB DB          Fresh 
21     Levi Piper                        5'9"          175         RB DB          Junior
22     Blake French                   5'8"          175         FB LB           Soph  
23     Tyler Belt                         5'10"       165        WR DB         Junior 
24     Gabe Keller                     6'2"         165        WR DB         Junior 
26     Briley Berry                  6'1"           205         WR LB         Senior
27     Gattin Travis                    5'7"          175         RB LB          Junior
30     Hayden Hildebrand       5'7"         130        WR DB          Soph
34     Trae Taylor                       5'5"         120        WR DB          Fresh 
35     Keelyn Gobin                  5'10"       180         RB DL           Soph 
38     Dakota Sosh                   5'10"       140         WR LB          Fresh 
39     Jeremy Maze                   5'7"         115        WR DB          Fresh 
50     Phoenix Clayton              5'10"       280         OL DL           Soph 
51     Grayson James               5'10"       205         OL DL          Junior 
53     Kaiden Travis                  5'9"         180         OL DL           Soph 
54     Zach Counts                    6'1"         285         OL DL          Senior 
55     Austin Whitt                    5'11"       180         OL DL          Junior 
56     Lane West                       5'10"       215         OL DL          Junior
57     Keagan Young-Pearson 6'0"         190         OL DL           Fresh
58     Michael Counts               5'8"         200         OL DL           Fresh
60     Garyson Hall                   5'7"         150         OL DL           Fresh 
61     Kaden Guill                     5'11"       140         OL DL           Fresh 
62     Seth Lynn                        5'5"          170         OL DL           Fresh 
65     Travis Blazina                  5'6"         220         OL DL          Junior 
70     Deacon Holliman           5'11"       270         OL DL          Senior 
76     Aiden Curnel                   5'10"       230         OL DT           Fresh 
77     Hurst Miniard                  5'8"         230         OL DL          Junior 
79     Braydin Brandsasse       5'9"         230         OL DL           Fresh 
80     Jason Millikan                 5'9"         150        WR DB         Junior

Members of the Crittenden County Rockets football team are (front from left) manager Landon Woodall, Seth Guess, Kaleb Nesbitt, Kekoa Kuamoo, Case Gobin, Caden
Howard, Sammy Impastato, Bennett McDaniel, Camron Belcher, Micah Newcom, Evan Belt, Quinn Summers, (second row) Casey Cates, Brayden Poindexter, Rowen
Perkins, Preston Morgeson, Jacob Carder, Levi Piper, Blake French, Tyler Belt, Gabe Keller, Briley Berry, Gattin Travis, Hayden Hildebrand, (third row) Trae Taylor,
Keelyn Gobin, Dakota Sosh, Jeremy Maze, Pheonix Clayton, Grayson James, Kaiden Travis, Zach Counts, Austin Whitt, Lane West, Michael Counts, Keagan Young-Pier-
son, (fourth row) Garyson Hall, Kaden Guill, Seth Lynn, Travis Blazina, Deacon Holliman, Aiden Curnel, Brayden Brandsasse, Jason Millikan, manager Destiny Reed,
manager Callie Dempsey, manager Laycee Lynn (back) assistant coach Bryan Qualls, offensive coordinator Austin Berry, head coach Gaige Courtney, assistant coach
Rylan Thomas and assistant coach Jared Brown.
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SCHEDULE
Aug 19 at Murray
Aug 26 at Webster County
Sept 2 Madisonville
Sept 9 at Caldwell County
Sept 16 Bye
Sept 23 Union County
Sept 30 at Bethlehem
Oct 7 at Liberty Creek, TN
Oct 14 Fulton County
Oct 21 Russellville
Oct 28 Louisville Desales
Nov 4 Playoffs

Detested trophy looms large
in Rockets’ camp and psyche
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Rocket Sports
THURSDAY
Volleyball at Madisonville
MS football hosts Mayfield
FRIDAY
Volleyball at Apollo Tournament
Football at Murray High
SATURDAY
Golf at All A Classic, Deer Lakes
MONDAY
Soccer at St. Mary
TUESDAY
Volleyball at Livingston Central 
Golf host Lyon County at Marion
Soccer hosts Webster County
MS football at Browning Springs

OUTDOORS
Squirrel season Saturday
The fall squirrel season begins one

week from Saturday. One of the longest
hunting seasons in the state, bushy tails
can be legally harvested from Aug. 20
through the start of rifle deer season
when the squirrels get a four-day break.
From there, the season runs from Nov.
14 through Feb. 28. There is also a 35-
day spring season in May and June.

FOOTBALL
UK rare preseason rank
The University of Kentucky football is

ranked among the top 25 teams in the
country’s most respected preseason
polls. It’s the first time the Wildcats have
been a preseason Top 25 team in the
Associated Press poll since 1978.
They’re are No. 20 in that poll and No.
21 in the USA Today poll.

GOLF
Foster medalist twice
Jeremiah Foster had been a bit slow

out of the chute this golf season, but the
Crittenden County junior is smoking in
recent matches. He shot 38 to win a
match Monday at Deer Lakes against
Webster and Hardin (Ill.) counties.
The Rockets won the Monday match

with a team score of 165. Parker Kayse
had a 39, Grayson Davidson 43 and
Avery Belt 45.
Foster shot 34 for medalist honors in a
match last week also at Deer Lakes.
Playing against Livingston, Lyon and
Fulton, Foster led Crittenden County to
a team victory with a 180 score. Avery
Belt shot aa 39 for CCHS and Jaxton
Duncan a 52. 
Livingston’s Riley Taliaferro led Cardi-

nals golfers with a 48 and Alex Parks
shot a 52. Travis Perry led Lyon with a
37. In middle school action, Cash Sin-
gleton shot a 49 for Crittenden and Gun-
ner Topp a 63.
Lady Rocket golfer Addie Hatfield was

medalist in girls action with a 50 and
Georgia Holeman was next at 59.

STAFF REPORT
At the 23-minute mark of

the first half Tuesday night,
Crittenden County senior
Taylor Guess scored her
first hat trick of the season,
but she wasn’t done, and
neither were the Lady Rock-
ets.
Guess finished with four

goals and CCHS beat Fort
Campbell 8-1 in the open-
ing round of the All A Clas-
sic at Marion.
Crittenden advances to

the small-school Second
Region championship for
the second straight season
under coach Jessica De-
Burgo.

The Lady Rockets got two
goals apiece from Ella
Geary and Lizzie Campbell
and a pair of assists apiece
from Campbell and Raven
Hayes. Keeper Hannah
Long had 14 saves, seven in
each half as CCHS raced
out to a 7-0 lead early.
CCHS will play Caldwell

County on Saturday in the
All A championship game at
Princeton. The Lady Tigers
beat UHA 3-1 in the other
semifinal match.
Tie game at HopCentral
The Lady Rockets and

Hopkins Central battled to
a stalemate last Thursday
at Nortonville in Critten-

den’s season opener. The
Storm came into the match
0-1 after losing 2-0 earlier
last week to Henderson
County.

CCHS got goals from
Guess and Campbell. 
“It was a defensive battle,

but we held our own. They
had the advantage with
home field and depth,”
Coach DeBurgo said. CCHS
trailed 2-1 at the half.
“Hannah Long saved our

behinds in the goal, and all
of our midfields had to do a
lot of work holding the mid-
dle and helping defen-
sively,” the coach said.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s sec-

ond preseason scrimmage
went more to plan on Friday
night at Rocket Stadium as
CCHS unleashed a compli-
ment of offensive weapons
to blitz Calloway County
39-0 in three quarters of
varsity play. The Crittenden
JV team won its only quar-
ter 8-0.
The Rockets scored 27

first-half points then tacked
on another dozen in the
third period behind a bal-
anced running and short
passing attack. The only
lackluster and apparent

segment in need of more
polish was the kicking
game.
Calloway, which was 3-7

last year in Class 4A, is
ranked near the bottom of
its division in preseason
polls and clearly showed
signs of it being a rebuild-
ing period for the Lakers.
For CCHS, Sammy Im-

pastato, Kaleb Nesbitt, Levi
Piper, Preston Morgeson
and quarterback Micah
Newcom all scored touch-
downs. Newcom was on tar-
get and effective, throwing
mostly slants and screens.
Running back Gattin Travis

also ran the ball well for the
Rockets and several other
skilled position players got
in on the offensive action.
CCHS had not performed

well in its first outing of the
season a week earlier at
Hopkins Central, losing 13-
7. Coach Gaige Courtney
said he was proud of the
improvement and chal-
lenged his team to get bet-
ter in the coming days.
“Great teams work to get

better after a win,” he said.
Crittenden opens the reg-

ular season at 7 p.m., Fri-
day at Murray.

DEPTH      CHART

OFFENSE
QBM.Newcom, S.Guess

F-Back L.Piper, G.Travis,

S.Impastato

H-Back R.Perkins, T.Belt, B.Berry

Z K.Nesbitt, C.Howard

Y P.Morgeson, C.Gobin,

K.Kuamoo

X G.Keller, C.Cates

C H.Miniard, B.Brandsasse

LG G.James, A.Whitt

LT Z.Counts, P.Clayton

RG T.Blazina, K.Travis

RT D.Holliman, L.West

defense
DE G.James, D.Holliman

DE C.Gobin, K.Gobin

NG S.Impastato, T.Blazina

MLB B.Berry, B.French

SLB B.McDaniel, A.Whitt

WLB G.Travis, L.Piper

Whip K.Nesbitt, C.Howard

Rocket S.Guess, C.Cates

CB R.Perkins, G.Keller

CB P.Morgeson, E.Belt

FS T.Belt, K.Kuamoo

SPECIAL TEAMS
Punter P.Morgeson, M.Newcom

Kicker P.Morgeson, B.McDaniel

Snapper C.Gobin, B.Berry

Returns P.Morgeson,

R.Perkins, K.Nesbitt

On “The Ridge” at
Rocket Stadium Harper
Qualls, Annabelle
Brown and Karlee
Qualls enjoy some-
thing other than the ac-
tion on the football
field Friday night dur-
ing the Rockets’ scrim-
mage. Meanwhile
Ashley Brown, Madi-
son Qualls and Beverly
Belt found their atten-
tion occupied a good
bit on the girls.

CCHS pounds Lakers, open at Murray

Crittenden County’s Koltar Green struggles with a Fort Campbell player for control of the
ball during Tuesday’s opening round win the All A Classic at Marion.

Lady Rockets return to All A finale
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Among those pictured above is U.S. Army Cpt. Hannah
Brantley and members of her battalion who are currently
deployed in Iraq. Brantley, a Crittenden County High School
graduate, and her team would like to thank the members of
Crittenden and Livingston counties for their gracious sup-
port and donations during the deployment. Brantley is the
daughter of Del and Betty Brantley of Salem. Due to secu-
rity matters, Brantley was unable to provide further infor-
mation about her mission.

STAFF REPORT
An alarming increase of vaping

among students has Crittenden
County School District looking
into options that will prevent the
devices from making their way
onto campus. 
Vaping devices are electronic

cigarettes that simulate tobacco
smoking and often contain THC,
the chemical found in marijuana.
Despite the legal age for pur-

chasing vapor products being 21,
they are popular among
teenagers and apparently readily
available.
During a board of education

meeting last week, administra-
tors heard a presentation from
Superintendent Tonya Driver
about a metal detector called
Opengate that can sniff out the
presence of both guns and vaping
devices.
The detectors are used at con-

certs and other public venues to
deter the presence of weapons. A
sensitivity sensor can be in-
creased to detect vaping devices. 
Driver said vape sensors in

restrooms on the high school
campus have been effective in de-
tering student usage. Students
have been found hiding vaping
devices tucked into their shirt
sleeves or in their lockers.
The goal is to stop them from

being brought onto campus.
Driver said additional sensors

are being installed this year at a
cost of about $1,500 apiece. Crit-
tenden County Coalition for a
Drug-Free Community is assist-
ing with the purchase.
When sensors detect the pres-

ence of vapors in the restrooms,
alerts are sent to administrators’
cell phones. 
A good portion of the high

school assistant principal’s time,

Driver said, is dealing with disci-
plinary action for students
caught vaping.
“We would need to work on a

program to help kids – we need a
solution like counseling, not just
punishment,” Driver said, noting
that students who are identified
with vaping devices containing
THC are referred to Celebrate Re-
covery, which meets weekly in
Crittenden County. “If we need to
put another level of protection on
our kids and faculty and staff
and give them more of a feeling of
security” we will.
Board member Ryan McDaniel

said safety is the priority.
“Kids are getting these things

from friends, and who knows
what could be in them,” he said.
“To me it’s an epidemic and it’s
not going away.”

School looks at plan to sniff out vaping

WATER
Continued from page 1

though no firm timetable was
provided, Jackie Logsdon, a
scientist for the state, said
flushing was scheduled to con-
tinue through Wednesday
night. She believes the work
will improve water chemistry
and Marion can begin testing
the water late this week or
early next week to determine
whether chlorine and bacteria
levels reach an acceptable
threshold.
“We had hoped some soft

flushing would be enough,”
Logsdon said.
That was tried last week, but

didn’t provide acceptable re-
sults.
“So we’re taking a more ag-

gressive approach,” she added,
pointing to the increased
overnight flushing that began
Sunday.
Flushing the system is nec-

essary to clean pipes and al-
though it does waste a great
deal of water, it’s imperative to
improving water quality and is
being done with hopes of elim-
inating the need for boiling
water prior to drinking, brush-
ing teeth or cooking, and in
some cases bathing.
Goodbye to Guardsmen
The Kentucky National

Guard’s mission ended Friday.
Without guardsmen to help at
the bottled water distribution

center at the former armory,
more volunteers are needed.
Contact city hall if you can
help.
Jason Hurley, the county

emergency management direc-
tor, said plans are to move to-
ward ending the bottled water
distribution. No date has been
set, but it will hinge on when
the boil water requirement can
be terminated.
Delay with Sturgis
The Sturgis connection,

which local leaders hope will
help provide more potable
water from a third-party
source, has hit some snags
and will likely not be com-
pleted by the end of the month.
Officials had previously stated
that a self-imposed Aug. 29
deadline was the target – which
would coincide with the
restarting of school in the
county – but legal agreements
between all parties involved
appear to be holding up the
start of construction.
The Division of Water still

hopes there will be sufficient
progress made in the coming
days to lift the boil water advi-
sory by the time school starts.
If the boil order can be lifted,

there’s a good chance that
Marion could step back some
of its conservation restrictions.
Lifting the boil water require-
ment would allow restaurants
to forgo bringing in water from
portable tanks for washing

dishes and other practices that
are not allowed under the cur-
rent situation.
Meantime, Crittenden-Liv-

ingston Water District through
cooperation with Webster
County Water District, contin-
ues to push about 100 gallons
of drinking water every minute
into the city’s water system. 
Water on hand
Engineers were in Marion

Tuesday to further explore the
idea of repairing the valve in
the bottom of Lake George so
the reservoir could continue to
hold an emergency backup of
raw water. Those same engi-
neers are looking at ways to
add more volume of water to
Old City Lake, possibly by
cleaning it out to make it
deeper.
There remains a slow leak in

Lake George’s levee, but re-
pairing the valve (where the
original breach had formed)
could help it provide a second-
ary source of raw water, at
least until a long-term solution
can be found for Marion’s
water shortage. Although Lake
George is no longer capable of
holding 180 million gallons of
water as it did prior to being
purposely drained in April, it
can be a backup source for a
limited amount of raw water. 
Logsdon said customers typ-

ically use less water in fall
months as compared to sum-
mertime. That, she said, could

also help Marion make a deci-
sion on when the conservation
order could begin to be rolled
back. The town remains at the
highest level, Stage 3, in its
water conservation policy.
Lucile Mine option
Test results from samples

taken a few days ago from the
abandoned Lucile Mine in
Marion have yet to be finalized.
City Administrator Adam Led-
ford said he’d hoped to have
them by now. Marion leaders
will review those results when
available, before deciding
whether to pursue the idea of
drawing water from the mine to
supplement its raw water
stores.
Alan Robinson, president of

Eclipse Engineering, the firm
that’s guided Marion through
its sewer expansion project,
was at the council meeting and
urged city leaders to exercise
caution when considering the
Lucile Mine. “I would be very,
very, very shocked if that water
is ever proven capable of being
treated,” he said.
He did indicate there were

ways to treat it, but those
would likely not be economical
for Marion. He said California
and Texas are a couple of
states that have few raw water
options and they use methods
to treat similar types of water.
“In Kentucky, it’s typically

passed on because we have so
much natural water,” he said.

“I would hesitate spending any
more money toward that
source. There is a litany of
things wrong with (Lucile Mine)
water.”
State scientists and engi-

neers have said the same.
He also pointed out that

Marion’s water distribution
system is aged and will need
repairs in order to prevent fur-
ther seepage. With help from
outside sources, Marion has
repaired a number of leaks,
saving thousands of gallons of
water a day. He said more
leaks will develop because of
the system’s age.
Robinson recommended put-

ting resources toward leak de-
tection equipment, particularly
meters that would help isolate
problems in the system so they
can be repaired as part of rou-
tine maintenance.
One Marion water customer,

Patty Dunlap, who lives on
Maxwell Street, asked the
council for a refund on a recent
water bill. She said her bill was
for a 39-day period and there-
fore she was charged $10.30
too much for the cycle. 
The council approved the

credit and gave the city admin-
istrator discretion to make
similar adjustments for others
who might have been impacted
by same issue.
Ledford said it could affect as

many as 5 to 10 percent of the
town’s customers.


